CITY OF MELROSE
BOARD OF ALDERMEN
ORDERS OF THE DAY● MARCH 12, 2018
Aldermanic Chamber, Melrose City Hall
562 Main Street, Melrose, MA 02176

I.
1.

II.

Special Meeting

7:45 PM

CALL TO ORDER
ORDER-2018-148 : Special Meeting of the Board of Aldermen to be held on Monday, March 12,
2018 at 7:45 P.M. In The Aldermanic Chamber, City Hall, Melrose, MA

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

III. ORDERS
TABLED
1.

ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by the incumbent Gail M. Infurna
becoming Mayor on Feb. 5, 2018. Said Election shall be conducted pursuant to Section 2-11(c)
of the City Charter and in accordance with Rule 52 of the Rules of Order of the Board of
Aldermen.
Sponsored by: Ward 6 Alderman Peter D. Mortimer
From: Board of Aldermen

IV.

TABLED

ADJOURNMENT

City of Melrose

Page 1

3/12/2018 4:46 PM

1.1

CITY OF MELROSE

CITY CLERK
City Hall, 562 Main Street
Melrose, MA 02176
Telephone - 781-979-4115

MARY-RITA O'SHEA
City Clerk
To:
Mayor Robert Dolan
From:
Mary-Rita O'Shea
Meeting Date:
March 12, 2018
Subject:
Special Meeting of the Board of Aldermen, Monday, March 12, 2018 at 7:45
P.M.
Order #:
ORDER-2018-148

Honorable Board of Aldermen:
In accordance with Section 2-6 of the City Charter, I hereby call a Special Meeting of the Board
of Aldermen to be held on Monday, March 12, 2018 at 7:45 P.M. to act on:
Order No. 2018-135: Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by the incumbent Gail M. Infurna
becoming Mayor on Feb. 5, 2018. Said Election shall be conducted pursuant to Section 2-11(c)
of the City Charter and in accordance with Rule 52 of the Rules of Order of the Board of
Aldermen.
Respectfully,
Michael P. Zwirko, President
Board of Aldermen
FINANCIAL IMPACT:N/A

Updated: 3/7/2018 4:16 PM by Mary-Rita O'Shea

Page 1
Packet Pg. 2

3.1

CITY OF MELROSE

CITY CLERK
City Hall, 562 Main Street
Melrose, MA 02176
Telephone - 781-979-4115

MARY-RITA O'SHEA
City Clerk
To:
Mayor Robert Dolan
From:
Mary-Rita O'Shea
Meeting Date:
March 12, 2018
Subject:
Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald. Infurna becoming Mayor on
Feb. 5, 2018
Order #:
ORDER-2018-135

FINANCIAL IMPACT:N/A

Updated: 3/7/2018 11:41 AM by Mary-Rita O'Shea
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Attachment: Cooley-ward5 (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald. Infurna becoming Mayor on Feb. 5, 2018)

February 2A,2A18

City Clerk and/or Clerk of Committees
Melrose City Hall
Melrose, MA02176

Dear Clerks and Board of Aldermen Members,

My name is John Cooley and I live at25A Main Street. I have been a resident of Melrose for 42
years. During these 42 years I have witnessed a succession of great leadership from Mayor
Milano to recently departed Mayor Dolan and now with Mayor Infurna. Melrose has been very
fortunate to have had stable and competent leadership for such an extended time. In my ward,
ward 5, I have also witnessed stable and competent leadership ranging from Alderman Sheila
Toland to Alderman Infurna.

It was with great interest that I read about the need for an acting Alderman for my ward. It is my
opinion that the acting Alderman selection should not serve as a "launching pad" for a political
career. Rather, the acting Alderman position should be filled by an ordinary citizenwho is open
minded, reasonable and has the objectivity to do what is right for the city and its residents.
I have always been interested in the operation of city government. My late father served as an
Alderman in the City of Somerville for over a decade, serving as Board President several times.
He took the responsibility very seriously. We would often discuss his experiences. One of the
lasting themes I remember from our conversations was that a public servant must be objective
and respectthe needs and opinions ofall people.

I seek the Board of Aldermen's support to be voted the acting Ward

5 Alderman so that I can
provide a fresh perspective to the challenges that are currently being faced by Melrose. I see
tremendous growth in Melrose and with this growth comes new people and opportunities. My
aim, if appointed, would be to responsibly address the matters brought to the boards consideration,
maintain an objective and fair view and most importantly not attempt to use the election as acting
Alderman as a political "launching pad". There is ample time for parties interested in running for
the seat to prepare a campaign and seek election without the possible unfair advantage of being
already in the office by a non-conventional selection process. I view the selection as a civic
service and do not desire to run for the seat.

I am

well as a registered voter who consistently casts a
ballot in the election/referendum process. I feel that my education, stability, business experience
and knowledge of Melrose will make me a very qualified and respectful interim Ward 5
Alderman.
a resident and homeowner in Ward 5 as

I look forward to the next steps.
Sincereh.

t,/
7/c----.4 /-i'

"

,a/

John Cooley
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250 Main St

Attachment: Cooley-ward5 (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald. Infurna becoming Mayor on Feb. 5, 2018)

781-589-8832

Phone
E-mail johnpcooleyl

@yahoo.com Melrose, MA 02176

John Gooley
Obiective

To represent the interests of the City of Melrose and it's residents in an
objective and fair manner.

Summary of
qualifications

Melrose homeowner, Ward 5 resident, registered and participatory voter,
42 year resident of Melrose. Extensrve experience with telephone and
internet communication. Strong inter-personal skills. Proven time
management, crisis resolution and problem solving skills.

Work experience

April2008 - Present
lnvestment Manager

Self Employed

Melrose MA

Manage and direct the investment strategies of multiple Real Estate,
stock, bond and etf holdings. Particular interest and focus on publicly
traded automobile dealership groups.
August 2003 - April200B Hodgdon-Noyes Buick
Arlington MA
Managed sales department, used car department, internet department
Nationally recognized by General Motors.
1997-2403
North Shore Buick
Malden MA
Sales representative, finance representative. Nationally recognized by
General Motors.
Pace Pontiac Hyundai
1 988-1 996
Danvers MA
Sales representative, New Car Manager, Finance Manager. Nationally
recognized by Hyundai Motors and General Motors

Education

Sept 1983 - May

1987

Boston College

Chestnut Hill MA

Degree Accounting/Finance

.
.

Double major in Accounting and Finance
Graduated Summa Cum Laude
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Eugenia T. Gibbons
98 E. Wyoming Ave.
Melrose, MA 02176
February 22, 2018
City Clerk, Clerk of Committees
Melrose City Hall
562 Main Street
Melrose, MA 02176
--- Submitted electronically to moshea@cityofmelrose.org & akamosa@cityofmelrose.org --Re: Letter of Interest regarding Ward 5 Alderman vacancy
Dear Clerks O’Shea and Kamosa:
My name is Eugenia Gibbons. I am a proud resident of Melrose, where I have lived with my husband and
two children for the past three years. We love this city for all it is, for all it has given to us, and for all it
can be. With this in mind, I humbly submit this letter and the attached resume as my application to be
considered to fill the Ward 5 vacancy on the Board of Alderman. Please accept these materials as an
index of my and my family’s commitment to this city and our desire and willingness to actively
contribute to the further flourishing and growth of this wonderful community.
Our affection for and connection to the community developed well before we settled here. My husband
had been teaching at the high school for more than two years prior to our moving to East Wyoming Ave.
But even before he continued his teaching career at MHS, we had our eye on the city for some time. In
fact, he chose to come to Melrose over opportunities in two other districts. Our experience with the
students and families here only convinced us that this is the place we want to be, and our initial
impressions have only been reinforced as our family expanded and as our daughter started school.
Passion alone, however, does not qualify one for the terrific and challenging responsibility of assuming a
leadership role in any capacity, especially public service. I hope, then, you will see from my resume that I
have a great deal of experience and expertise that can inform my ability to serve the city well in a variety
of ways. Any success I have had as a project manager and program director in both the private and
public spheres was underscored by my strong background in public policy - the study, making, and
analysis thereof - and coalition building.
Joint action and coordinated advocacy have been the cornerstones of both my personal and
professional lives. I understand and appreciate the power and potential of collaboration and
cooperation in all endeavors, and I will bring the knowledge gained from both success and failure to the
Board. The latter, indeed, can often be the greatest teacher, and to that extent, I strive to level all I
undertake with humility and accessibility.
I do not view this unique opportunity as a pursuit of personal profit; rather I approach it as a chance to
engage directly with the issues that affect the people and the city I call home, and will continue to call
home. A place on the Board will allow me to employ my qualifications and experiences in a way that can
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contribute to the collective quality of life and experience of living in Melrose. A combination of
custodianship and stewardship, serving Ward 5 will allow me to productively contribute to the discourse
and policies that affect us all right now and going forward. It is no simple task, and I do not take the
prospect lightly or for granted.
I am simply committed to working with my friends, neighbors, businesses, and the various city leaders to
continue to strengthen and nurture the things that make Melrose such a desirable and rewarding place
to live. The energy and enthusiasm of the members of our community speak volumes about the pride
people have in Melrose. In turn, this speaks to the importance of working actively and diligently to make
this city accountable to its constituents and to maximize the city’s potential and promise.
It is my sincerest hope that upon review of my application materials you will find me to be capable of
honorably serving my neighbors in Ward 5 in the way that Mayor Infurna did for two decades. I am
confident that my personal and professional strengths, including a passion for civic engagement, an
appreciation for policy-making and the process behind it, and many years’ experience of project
management and coalition-building, equip me well to rise to this challenge. Taken together, my
willingness to build upon this knowledge and openness to new experiences and ideas, all driven by an
abiding affection for Melrose, make me a worthy candidate.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Eugenia T. Gibbons
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98 E Wyoming Ave • Melrose, MA 02176
617.997.1616 • gibbonset@gmail.com
Attachment: EGibbons_letter-resume_Ward5 (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald. Infurna becoming Mayor on

EUGENIA T. GIBBONS
objective

Energetic program director with decade of project management and policy advocacy experience,
particularly adept at building alliances, nurturing relationships, and forging collaborative, cross-sector
partnerships to achieve shared-goals.

education

Tufts University
M.A., Urban & Environmental Policy & Planning ~ focused on climate policy & economic development
Master’s Thesis: Meeting in the Middle: Balancing the Commonwealth’s Clean-Tech Growth Objectives with its Pathways Out of Poverty
Goals
Teaching Assistant
 Foundations of Public Policy (co-taught by Penn Loh & Ann Rappaport), Fall 2009

Research Assistant
 James Jennings, PhD., Professor Emeritus at Tufts University’s Department of Urban & Environmental Policy
& Planning. Conducted qualitative research and data analysis for several publications examining economic
development and social justice initiatives implemented in Massachusetts.
 Penn Loh, Senior Lecturer and Director of the Master in Public Policy Program and Community Practice at
Tufts University’s Department of Urban & Environmental Policy & Planning. Assisted with fact checking for
environmental justice cases featured in Environmental Justice and the Green Economy: A Vision Statement and
Case Studies for Just and Sustainable Solutions (2010).
Internship
 Office of Policy, Executive Office of Energy & Environmental Affairs; Massachusetts Clean Energy Center
(MassCEC)

University of Connecticut
B.A., Political Science ~ graduated with Honors Distinction
Honors Thesis: The Impact of Micro-Enterprise on Rural Ghanaian Women

professional Energy Consumers Alliance of New England (ECANE)
d/b/a Mass Energy (MA), People’s Power & Light (RI)
experience

Boston, MA

June 2014 – Present
Clean Energy Programs Director

Non-profit consumer and environmental advocacy organization, with more than 20,000 members, dedicated to
making energy affordable and environmentally sustainable. Its mission is to harness the purchasing power of energy
users to accelerate the transition to a low-carbon economy.
With input from Board of Directors and Executive Director, primarily responsible for developing and furthering
organization’s legislative/policy agenda.




Work to influence, improve, and advance state-level renewable energy and energy efficiency policies and
programs in Massachusetts and Rhode Island via participation in regulatory proceedings, legislative
advocacy, community outreach and education, as well as stakeholder engagement and coordination.
Help to develop and pilot initiatives aimed at making clean energy solutions (e.g., renewable heating,
electric vehicles, peak shaving and efficiency) accessible to residents and small businesses. Pilots inform
advocacy and development of permanent programs.

Managed Mass Clean Energy Center’s inaugural Solar Connect program to increase adoption of residential solar PV in
MA through member-targeted outreach, customer aggregation, and reduced pricing.


Resulted in 261 contracts signed (surpassing goal of 200) and 1.9 megawatts of installed solar capacity in just
under half a year. Equal to removing 361 cars from the road.

Recently co-authored 2018 white paper that examines the bulk purchase of renewable electricity in Massachusetts
titled Green Municipal Aggregation in Massachusetts. Frequently contribute to organization’s blog, The Energy
Consumer’s Bulletin.
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Samples of published opinion pieces and guest contributions:
 “Question the Independence of Our Electric Grid Operator.” Boston Business Journal, 27July 2017.
 “Time to turn page on natural gas: Debunking the Access Northeast letter to policymakers.” Commonwealth
Magazine, 26 August 2016.
 “Should the state advocate against further construction of gas pipelines in Massachusetts?” The Boston
Globe, 5 June 2016.
Supervise program staff of 1 to 4. Experienced grant writer, also responsible for generating and adhering to multiyear project budgets and work plans, evaluating programs, and providing year-end reporting for foundation-funded
efforts. Experienced meeting facilitator. Comfortable presenting in public.

Environmental League of Massachusetts

Boston, MA

December 2009 – June 2014
Program Director (2011 – 2014); GWSP Network/Program Coordinator and Grantham Young Environmentalist Fellow
(2009-2011)
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3.1.b

Emphasizing inter-organizational collaboration and network building, successfully built ELM’s Global Warming
Solutions Project (GWSP) from the ground up. Currently in its eighth year, this cross-sector coalition takes joint action
to meet the mandates of the state’s Global Warming Solutions Act (GWSA).





Coordinated support and technical input resulting in a robust network of diffuse leadership and strong
interconnections among members to produce policies and actions to reduce MA’s GHG emissions.
Worked with technical team to develop advocacy scorecard to monitor implementation of the state’s climate
plan. Work closely with staff at MA Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs on the development
and implementation of a technical dashboard.
Initiated and shepherded joint action and advocacy on network priorities.

Oversaw scope, direction, and expansion of ELM’s youth engagement effort, the Young Environmentalist Program
(YEP), including coordination with high school lead teachers on student-initiated sustainability projects (e.g., water
bottle campaign, raising peer awareness, cultivating culture of sustainability, and initiating school-wide recycling
program).





Within a year of assuming role, program doubled in size to include eight lunch sessions attended by upwards of
25-30 people per session.
Initiated expansion of program to area high school students via pilot at Boston Green Academy.
Following partnership with BGA, school’s Green Team participation tripled and came to include a “Green
Ambassadors” Program.

PowerAdvocate, Inc.

Boston, MA

February 2006 – August 2008
Client Services Project Manager
Assisted in management of global, multi-million dollar RFI/RFPs related to domestic and international capital
infrastructure projects (e.g. environmental retrofit projects, hydro-electric upgrades/construction) within the
electrical generation, transmission and distribution industry. Conducted analysis of contracts between clients
(utilities) and original equipment manufacturers, architect engineering firms, and construction firms. Procured
equipment and services for utility firms and managed strategic sourcing projects in accordance with e-bidding
requirements.

Dexter Shoe Company/HH Brown

Hudson, NH

August 2004 – December 2005
Sales Coordinator, Export Coordinator
Managed and coordinated wholesale transactions between international distributors, global manufacturers, and
internal Merchandising Department. Maintained sales statistics based on actual and projected figures; planned,
organized, and attended major seasonal trade shows. Trained regional retail personnel on salient selling features and
product display guidelines.

Eugenia T. Gibbons || 2
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awards,
affiliations,
& other
interests

Magazine. Vol.2 Issue 5. September 2010. http://siteselection.com/theEnergyReport/2010/sep/SustainableDesign.cfm
“New York and the Regional Energy Innovation Cluster.” The Site Selection Energy Report in Site Selection
Magazine. Vol.2 Issue 7. October 2010. http://www.siteselection.com/theEnergyReport/2010/oct/SustainableDesign.cfm

Clean Water Action Rock Star Mom for efforts to push for safer alternatives to toxic chemicals
Miriam Charef Simonds Scholarship, Tufts University
UEP Academic Scholarship, Tufts University
Leadership Scholarship, University of Connecticut
Volunteer, Massachusetts State Leadership Team & Renewables Task Force, Mothers Out Front
Board Member, Massachusetts Workforce Alliance
Senior Fellow, Environmental Leadership Program
Member of LeadBoston, class of 2011
Former ESL Teacher, ShenZhen China
Kickboxing, swimming and being outdoors, cooking

Eugenia T. Gibbons || 3
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publications Co-Author: Neil Veilleux, Eugenia Gibbons, and Wilson Rickerson
& research
 “New England and the Regional Energy Innovation Cluster.” The Site Selection Energy Report in Site Selection

Richard C. Kirk Jr.
278 Washington St.
Melrose, MA 02176

February 21, 2018

To Whom It May Concern:
My name is Richard C. Kirk Jr. and I am excited to apply for a seat on the Board of
Alderman to represent Ward 5 in the city of Melrose. I currently hold a degree in Social Science
with a concentration in social work. My career has centered on what I consider to be three very
important skills; listening, supporting and advocating. I have spent the last 18 years listening to
patients who found a need for support and the last nine years listening to workers who desire
better wages and working conditions. I have supported these people by facilitating conversations
between involved parties. I have advocated for people by being a champion for the things that
matter most to them. My work experience allows me to conduct support sessions for the mentally
ill, provide advice and guidance to workers on how to obtain their goals and collaborate with
management and various teams throughout the Cambridge Health Alliance on creating solutions
to existing problems.
I grew up in Stoneham and my wife is a lifelong Melrose resident. When the decision to
choose our home came up in 2009, it was an easy choice for both of us. Melrose was it. For me
the people, community and feeling of home is just as present today as it was 9 years ago and I
am hopeful I will get the opportunity to bring my well-honed career skills, such as managing
contingents in my current role as Business Manager of Laborers’ Local 380 to the Board of
Melrose Alderman and continue to advocate for others.
Lastly, I would like to take this opportunity to provide insight as to why I am interested in
serving as Alderman of Ward 5. That answer is simple. I love Melrose! I am passionate about
giving back to this great community and I want to be involved in the decisions that will help
shape this amazing community for years to come. I hope you seriously consider me as Ward 5’s
next Alderman and I look forward to working with the Board of Alderman and the new Mayor to
keep Melrose moving forward.

Sincerely yours,
Richard C. Kirk Jr.
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Richard C. Kirk Jr.
278 Washington St Melrose, MA 02176
781-771-9156 (Cell)
rkirk1875@gmail.com

Employment Experience
Milieu Counselor (October 2000 – Present)
Cambridge Health Alliance
Cahill 4; Adult Locked Psychiatric Assessment (October 2010 – Present)
 Initiate de-escalation techniques that enable adult patients to work in a one to one
setting.
 Make recommendations to attending staff regarding treatment of adult patients.
 Schedule staff.
 Facilitate conflict resolution between patients and others.
 Advocated for patients with the attending psychiatrist.
 Run therapeutic group sessions.
 Assisted on the day to day needs of patients on locked psychiatric unit.
 Completed safety checks.
Child Assessment Unit (October 2000 – October 2010)
 Facilitated conflict resolution between minor children and peers and/or family
members.
 Advocated for minor patients with the attending psychiatrist.
 Observed patients and provided valuable feedback to the psychiatric staff.
 Ran therapeutic group sessions.
 Assisted on the day to day needs of patients on locked psychiatric unit.
 Completed safety checks.
Business Manager and Secretary-Treasurer of Laborers’ International Union of North
America Local 380 (April 2009 – Present)
 Oversee the planning of annual budgets.
 In charge of facilitating payment to vendors.
 Maintain compliance with the Laborers Constitution.
 Negotiate and protect all Local 380 collective bargaining agreements.
 Follow grievance process and file grievances when a violation of the collective
bargaining agreement is present.
 Train shop stewards
 Manage the day to day operations of Local 380.
 Advocate for 620 present members of Local 380 from multiple facilities. Including
but not limited to The Cambridge Health Alliance; Neville Center, and Lemuel
Shattuck Hospital.
Vice President of the Northern New England Laborers’ Public Employee District Council
(August 2017 – Present)
 Member of the Executive Board
 Run monthly District Council meetings in absence of The Council President.
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Education
Bachelor of Arts - Social Science (1997)
Westfield State University (formally Westfield State College)
Ongoing yearly trainings from Laborers’ Education Department
Classes include but not limited to;
 Leadership Level’s 1 and 2.
 Collective Bargaining.
 Business Management Classes.
 Secretary-Treasurer Training.
References
Available upon request
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February 20, 2018
Melrose Board of Aldermen
Melrose City Hall
562 Main Street
Melrose, MA 02176
Dear Members of the Board of Aldermen:
It is with great enthusiasm that I write to express my interest in serving on the Melrose Board of
Aldermen. For the past 12 years, my wife Shannon and I have lived on Brazil Street, where we
are now raising our 5-year-old daughter, Emma Mary. As a Melrose resident, I have been an
active participant in community affairs, serving as a Commissioner on the Melrose Human
Rights Commission (MHRC) for two terms, and on the Board of Directors of the Melrose
Alliance Against Violence (MAAV) for seven years. While I no longer serve on the Board of
Directors of MAAV, I continue to support the organization as an Associate Board Member.
My tenure with the MHRC and with MAAV included time in leadership positions, having served
as Chairman of the MHRC through the end of my second term, and as Vice President of MAAV
until 2015. In these roles, I helped shape the vision of both organizations. I also spent two years
as a volunteer English conversation tutor, leading weekly tutoring sessions at the Melrose Public
Library with newly-arrived immigrants from Gabon and Cameroon.
My volunteer work in Melrose demonstrates a strong commitment to the City; but beyond this, I
would bring to the Board of Aldermen 19 years of public service experience, 17 of those years at
the Middlesex District Attorney's Office. Most of my professional career has been spent
advocating for victims of domestic violence and sexual assault as a victim advocate in the nonprofit and public sectors. Through this experience, I have helped survivors of violent crime
navigate the criminal justice system, while assisting them with corollary needs such as housing
and transitional assistance. In doing so, I have demonstrated an ability to advocate for the needs
of others, while also managing their expectations with candor and honesty - a role that I see as
tantamount to that of an Alderman.
Throughout my career at the District Attorney's Office, I have risen through the ranks of the
largest public law office in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Currently, I serve as one of
five direct reports to the District Attorney in an office that employs over 250 people. As Director
of Community Partnerships, I oversee the external affairs of an agency that represents 54 cities
and towns. In this capacity, I administer the Office's community programs, public-private
partnerships, and outreach and education initiatives. I also serve as the District Attorney's public
policy advisor on issues impacting the health and safety of those who live in Middlesex County,
including the opioid crisis for which most of my professional work has been dedicated over the
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last five years. In addition, I serve as the Office's liaison to the non-profit, healthcare, and
business communities. My professional experience has provided me with the unique ability to
see firsthand how health and safety issues affect municipalities at the most intimate of levels,
specifically the strain that such issues pose on local government. In fact, as Director of
Community Partnerships, I work closely with police and fire chiefs, council on aging directors,
housing authority officials, health department workers, and school administrators, providing me
with a strong understanding of how communities are impacted - and are working to address - the
most pressing of public policy issues.
Finally, I believe that my academic pedigree has equipped me with a strong skill set to apply as
an Alderman. That is, I hold a Master's Degree in Public Affairs from the McCormack Graduate
School of Policy Studies at the University of Massachusetts Boston, from where I graduated
summa cum laude with a 3. 97 GP A. I attained two of the three awards conferred by the College
at commencement: the Public Service Award and the Outstanding Capstone Award, the latter as
a result of my year-long research study on equitable policing in Muslim immigrant communities.
As a student, I completed several courses that I believe to be relevant to the role of an Alderman:
Municipal Government; Public Budgeting; New England Economic Environment;
E-Government; Ethics in Public Policy; and Systems Thinking.
The prospect of serving as a member of the Melrose Board of Aldermen is something I approach
with excitement and humility. Although I believe that my years of service to the City, my
professional experience, my academic background, and my public service motivation make me
uniquely qualified for the job, I certainly realize that there would be much to learn. As Melrose
finds itself confronted with both challenges and opportunities ahead, there is no denying that this
Board of Aldermen has the collective experience and the professional diversity to see the City
thrive. I hope to be given the opportunity to join you in this regard, to learn from you, and to
contribute my time, abilities, and experience in furtherance of this goal. Thank you in advance
for your consideration.

Shawn M. MacMaster
35 Brazil Street

cc:

Mary-Rita O'Shea, City Clerk
Amy Kamosa, Clerk of Committees
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Shawn M. MacMaster
35 Brazil Street
Melrose, MA 02176

c: (781) 640-9532
h: (781) 620-1134

smacmaster2013@gmail.com

SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS:
Strategic-minded professional who collaborates effectively with others to develop innovative
approaches to better serve the public. Skilled at partner engagement, program development,
capacity building, and project management. Energetic, assertive, and task-oriented leader
who possesses strong communication and interpersonal skills.

CORE COMPETENCIES:





Community Outreach
Stakeholder Engagement
Coalition & Capacity Building
Public-Private Partnerships






Program Development & Evaluation
Training & Education
Public Speaking
Public Relations

EDUCATION:


Master of Science Degree, Public Affairs (summa cum laude):
John W. McCormack Graduate School of Policy and Global Studies,
UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS BOSTON, Boston MA



Bachelor of Arts Degree, English (magna cum laude):
FRANKLIN PIERCE COLLEGE, Rindge, NH



Studied Abroad at EXETER COLLEGE, OXFORD UNIVERSITY, England

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:
August 2012 -- Present





MIDDLESEX DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
Director of Community Partnerships
Oversees community-based programs, regional task forces, and outreach and education
initiatives for the largest District Attorney’s Office in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
Provides direct supervision to five employees within the Division of Community
Partnerships
Maintains quality control of approximately 50 external speaking engagements by staff a
year and the participation of staff in 19 formal community collaborations

Page - 1 - of 4
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Collaborates with public, private, and non-profit organizations to implement county-wide
prevention and education programs (partners include community-based organizations,
police departments, hospitals, private ambulance companies, colleges and universities,
law firms, and private businesses)
Serves as the District Attorney’s Public Policy Advisor on Opioid Abuse, Sudden
Unexpected Infant Death (SUID), Campus Safety, Workplace Violence, Domestic
Violence, Sexual Assault, Human Trafficking, and Elder Abuse
Proactively identifies community trends and needs and develops corresponding strategies
to reduce crime and protect the public
Created and administers a first-of-its-kind public-private partnership involving 11
international law firms
Prepares monthly event briefings, talking points, and speeches for the District Attorney
Serves on the District Attorney’s Executive Leadership Team, the Legislative Team,
and the Internal Diversity Committee

September 2008 -- August 2012






MIDDLESEX DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
Deputy Chief, Victim Witness Services Bureau
Assisted the Bureau Chief with day-to-day operations, staff management, and hiring
Acted as interim Bureau Chief in the Chief’s absence
Supervised 11 Victim Witness Advocates in six District Courts
Oversaw all external training and programmatic initiatives for the Bureau
October 2004 -- September 2008








MIDDLESEX DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
Domestic Violence Services Coordinator
Served as the District Court supervisor for the Cambridge Region, providing direct
supervision to seven Victim Witness Advocates in four district courts
Maintained a criminal court caseload of 50 cases regularly as the Office’s lead Domestic
Violence Advocate
Coordinated the Domestic Violence Roundtable Program, consisting of 24 annual
roundtables in six communities
Updated and educated staff about new domestic violence case law and proposed domestic
violence legislation
Provided external trainings to public and private stakeholders
Served as the District Attorney’s designee on the Massachusetts Domestic and Sexual
Violence Council and the Governor’s Commission on Sexual and Domestic Violence
February 2001 -- October 2004




MIDDLESEX DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
Victim Witness Advocate
Handled a District and Superior Court caseload of 175 cases regularly
Provided annual restraining order assistance to over 150 victims of domestic violence
Page - 2 - of 4
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Formulated crisis intervention measures and individualized safety plans
Updated victims throughout the prosecution of cases; accompanied victims to court
proceedings; and assisted in the trial preparation of victims and witnesses

September 2000 -- January 2001








MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION
Assistant Director of Victim Services
Served as Assistant Director for Victim Relations and Training
Acted as Director of Victim Services in the Director's absence
Supervised a staff of four Victim Advocates
Worked with the Director in developing the process to assume victim notification
responsibilities from 26 state prison facilities
Designed and implemented three system-wide trainings on victim-related topics
Conducted victim service trainings for DOC staff, community organizations, and state
agencies
February 1999 -- September 2000






MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION
Victim Advocate
Served as the victim liaison for six state prison facilities
Provided victims with post-conviction information, general assistance, crisis intervention
and referral services
Performed written and verbal notifications to victims of inmate custodial status changes
Investigated cases of unwanted contact from inmates to victims and members of the
public, and referred criminal activity to appropriate law enforcement agencies

TEACHING EXPERIENCE:





Lasell College, Adjunct Professor (2015-Present)
Tufts University, Guest Lecturer (2004-Present)
University of Massachusetts Boston, Guest Lecturer (2014, 2017)
New England School of Law, Guest Lecturer (2009, 2010)

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION:





Recipient of the Inaugural John W. McCormack Alumni Impact Award, McCormack
Graduate School of Policy and Global Studies, University of Massachusetts Boston
(2016)
Recipient of the 2013 Dr. Joseph H. Brenner Award from Community Legal Services and
Counseling Center
Recipient of the 2009 Paul R. McLaughlin Community Activist Award from the
Middlesex District Attorney’s Office
Recipient of the 2009 Timothy White Take a Stand Award from RESPOND, Inc.

Page - 3 - of 4
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Recipient of the 2007 State Victim Advocacy Award from the Massachusetts Office of
Victim Assistance (State House, Boston)
Recipient of the 2003 Scott Harshbarger Award from the Middlesex District Attorney’s
Office

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP:



American Society for Public Administration (2013-Present)
Massachusetts Chapter of the American Society for Public Administration (2013-Present)

ACADEMIC RECOGNITION:








Recipient of the MSPA Outstanding Capstone Award
Recipient of the MSPA Public Service Award
Recipient of the Peter B. Allen Award for the highest grade point average among
graduating English majors
Pi Alpha Alpha, National Honor Society for Public Affairs and Administration
Alpha Chi, National College Honor Society
Sigma Tau Delta, International English Honor Society
Phi Alpha Theta, National History Honor Society

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT:






Melrose Human Rights Commission, Commissioner (2011-Present); elected Chairman in
January of 2015
Melrose Alliance Against Violence, Associate Board Member (2015-Present)
Melrose Alliance Against Violence, Vice President -- Board of Directors (2008-2015)
Center for Education in Violence Prevention, Board of Advisors (2010-Present)
Volunteer English Conversation Tutor (2010-2012)
References Available upon Request
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Patricia Matthews
19 Kingsley Avenue, Melrose, MA 02176
pattyn119@verizon.net
Ph: 781-983-5612
February 20, 2018
City of Melrose
562 Main Street
Melrose, MA 02176

RE: Ward 5 Alderman
To: The Search Committee,
I am interested in the Ward 5 Alderman position for the City of Melrose. I have the qualities and
experience the City of Melrose needs and deserves from a Ward Alderman. My backround, both
professionally and personally, have developed the skills and qualities needed to be an effective
representative for the city as a whole and my ward.
I currently work at the Melrose Bank as a Loan Underwriter. I evaluate credit wortliiness,
analyze situations and consider compensating factors to determine what is best for the customer
and determine tlie risk for the bank. My ability to problem solve at work will help
me analyze and determine the best solutions for Ward 5 and the City of Melrose. As I am in the
banking field, I have an excellent understanding of cash flow and a great concern for
fiscal resposibilty.
I have the good fortune to be involved with the children of Melrose. I have assisted in the library
at Llncoln School, volunteered for field trips and participated in fundraising. I have coached
basketball for the recreation department and coached for the youth soccer program. I have
volunteered my time to encourage the children of Melrose to live their best lives through sports,
team building, positive socialization and healthy lifestyles. I understand the importance of
funding for our kids education, but mindful of the expense to the taxpayer.
As you can see, I am very active in my ward and in the city and would truly be a neighborhood

representative. I am confident that I would be an excellent Ward 5 Alderman. I've attached my
resume for reference and look forward to hearing from you soon.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Patricia Mattliews
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Patricia Matthews
19 Kingsley Avenue, Melrose, MA 02176
pattym19@verizon.net
Ph: 781-983-5612
Professional Summary
Service-oriented Loan Underwriter with 28 year background in Finance and Banking. Core
competencies include Critical thinking, troubleshooting and active listening as well as
excellent communication and time management skilis. Handles tasks with accuracy and
efficiency.

Experience

loan Underwriter

Aug 2009-Current

Melrose Bank

Melrose, MA
• Analyze applicants' financial status, credit, and property evaiuations to determine
feasibility of granting loans.
•

Obtain and compile copies of ioan applicants' credit histories, corporate financial
statements, and other financial information.

• Meet with applicants to obtain information for loan applications and to answer
questions about the process.
•

Explain to customers the different types of loans and credit options that are
available, as well as the terms of those services.

• Approve loans within specified limits, and refer loan applications outside those
limits to management for approval.
• Handle customer complaints and take appropriate action to resolve them.
• Keep updated of new types of loans and other financial services and products to
better meet customers' needs.
• Work with clients to identify their financial goals and to find ways of reaching those
•

goals.
Provide management with monthly pipeline report to aid in bank cash flow.

loan Underwriter Manager

Aug 1996
Danvers, MA
Mortgage Network, Inc
• Approve loans up to 1 million dollars and refer loan applications outside those limrts
to management for second signature.
• Evalute debt to income ratio, loan to value ratios, credit score and appraisals.
• Practical knowledge in the interpretation of loan and underwriting criteria and the
determination of underwriting decisions.
• Coach loan officers and junior underwriters on technical underwriting issues,
problems and questions.

Education

Bachelor of Science: Finance and Marketing
Fordham University Marymount

Jun 1989
Tarrytown, NY
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My name is Gerry Mroz. I respectfully ask you to consider appointing me to the
vacant Ward 5 Alderman position. It would be an honor to represent my
neighbors in Ward 5, in that capacity, as well as work on behalf of all the present
and future residents of Melrose.
My wife and I bought a home in Melrose in 1992 and have lived here continuously
since then. We raised our three children here, and have participated fully in
assisting the many opportunities our community provides our children.
Throughout my life, I’ve been drawn to helping people. Sometimes it’s in very
direct ways and others, indirect. I view a position on the Melrose Board of
Alderman as another way to help people. I hope you give me the chance.
Below are some of the qualities which I believe make me qualified to best
represent the residents of Ward 5 and help guide the future of Melrose:
 One of the few people members of the public who engage and come before
you to speak on topics important to our city. Bring to the table a researched
and thoughtful perspective.
 Self-employed for my entire adult life. For nearly 40 years, worked primarily
in real estate management and consulting. Responsible for general
property management, project management, budgeting, design and
specification of contract work, investment strategies, and compliance. Have
knowledge and experience with many building systems, including electrical,
fire safety, structural, domestic water, sewer, pump stations, plumbing,
heating systems (including design load), integrated data and security
systems, and energy analysis and efficiency.
 Consult on real estate marketing and investment strategies, ownership
structuring, asset protection, tax efficiency and estate planning, guiding
clients to develop individualized goals and to create and implement plans
using suitable professionals in the various fields.
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 For nearly twenty years, worked as an independent consultant and
contractor in information technology network systems for, among others, a
law firm handling real estate closing and title work and relocation
processing nationwide. Responsibilities included network integration across
two proprietary enterprise networks, as well as the entire range of office
network systems, hardware and software specification, operations and
maintenance, including data security, audit controls, redundancy, etc.
 Volunteer with the Melrose Unitarian Universalist Church on a number of
internal and external concerns.
 Long been an outspoken advocate for an improved education system that
provides Melrose youth the education and development opportunities they
deserve.
 Currently a member of the Melrose High School Site Council, and Director
of Advocacy for the Massachusetts Association for Gifted Education.
 Volunteered in the early years of the Melrose Substance Abuse Coalition.
Teamed up with others to create opportunities for teens on Friday nights,
partnering with the YMCA.
 Part of the founding group of the Acera School (formerly Anova), and
arranged for the school to lease the Beebe School from the Melrose
Schools in 2010-2011 (now located in Winchester). (Leading a team of
parent volunteers, spent the summer of 2010 cleaning and renovating the
first floor of the vacant Beebe School building to make it hospitable for 35
children in the school that year.)
 Volunteered to help the Melrose Schools, even before I had children there.
Engaging early on, supported teachers at the Winthrop School with their
classroom computers and peripheral equipment so they could leverage
them for the students.
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 Engaged with the Winthrop School PTO, and the Middle School PTO. Part of
a team of three people who introduced the mini-grant system to the
Winthrop School to replace a haphazard way of distributing funds. After
observing lack of proper tax and audit controls with many of the Melrose
PTOs, worked for the creation of what is now Melrose PTO, Inc.
 Attend many meetings of the Melrose School Committee and the various
schools’ Site Counciils
 Attend meetings of the Permanent School Building Committee
 Advocated for the Melrose Schools to provide universal, free, full day
kindergarten, which became a reality several years ago.
 Advocated for the Melrose Schools to take in students under the School
Choice law, which now provides additional funds for our schools while
benefiting students from other towns who wish to go to school in Melrose.
 Joined the Melrose Schools Curriculum Review Council in 2002, and
advocated for many years until Melrose replaced outdated curriculum
textbooks/materials, many of which were decades old. Today, nearly all
Melrose children have modern textbooks.
 Joined the Melrose Gifted and Talented Committee when it was formed in
2007, which proposed, in 2008, the concepts and process of what is now
called Competency Based Education.
 As a member of the Massachusetts Association for Gifted Education,
successfully lobbied for six years in Washington, D.C. for the Every Student
Succeeds Act (ESSA) to include important provisions for low-income and
otherwise-disadvantaged gifted students, along with all others.
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 Worked to introduce education bills in the Massachusetts legislature which
would transform public education to become more personalized for our
children to receive the advantages necessary in the new global economy.
 Trustee for many trusts, and serve as the general partner of a real estate
limited partnership.
 Already attend many Aldermen meetings and am very familiar with the
budget of the entire City of Melrose, and the Melrose Schools. As a private
citizen, I have immersed myself in the budget and the priorities it projects.
Bring to the room a perspective and outside data which often contains
elements not expressed by others, but important for the decision at hand.
 One of only two people in the Melrose public who have engaged in analysis
of the Melrose water and Sewer systems and advocate for their significant
improvement.
 Working on Melrose issues to benefit Melrose residents for many years,
already. [I am not intending for my position on the Board to be a stepping
stone to higher political office.]
 Will engage in the issues of Ward 5 and of Melrose generally to promote
the general well-being of our City and the people within.
 Participated fully, as a member of the public, in the charter review process
this past year.

The complicated issues of Melrose are not new to me. I’ve engaged in them for
many years. I look forward to contributing the resources I have to offer, including
the understanding I’ve gained from working with so many wonderful people in
our city.
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Melrose is in the midst of many changes. Many of them are positive, but there are
tradeoffs in every endeavor. It’s critical we devise a thoughtful path to learn
about and decide, consciously and deliberately, which changes we wish to make
and how they will be implemented.
Most importantly, as an Alderman from Ward 5, I will ensure that the important
issues which uniquely affect the residents of our Ward are explored thoroughly,
that residents are heard, and that there is strong advocacy to protect and
improve the lives of people in Ward 5, and those across the City.
Gerry Mroz
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Melrose Board of Aldermen
This is my introduction letter to formally announce my interest in the open Ward 5 alderman position.
I have lived in Melrose for over 19 years. I can honestly say that I really just "lucked out" when my
husband and I stumbled into town and was served by a super enthusiastic Turner's waitress. She sold us
on Melrose and we went right over to Marie Wood Realty. My love for this city has grown ever since.
I am a widow with two teenage daughters and two dogs. I own my home and my children have both
been in the Melrose public schools, my oldest having graduated in 2017. Both attended Lincoln
Elementary, Melrose VMMS and Melrose High. I decorated my house in Red Raider signs and made the
trek down to Gillette for all three Super Bowls! You might say that I am a "Super Fan" of the high school!
High School Sports, I' m the biggest cheerleader and could possibly be the biggest supporter of team
rnffies:) Grad Night: volunteered every year since it began. PTO meetings: Love them! Coffee with the
principal: always enjoyable. I want our schools to be so well thought of that no family in town would
even have to consider sending their child to private school.
My family's denti sts, orthodontist and physicians are all in Melrose. I feel like we have an incredible
asset in Melrose Wakefield Hospital and there is rarely a reason to have to travel into Boston for common
problems. My own breast cancer treatment was performed entirely within the Hallmark Health system
over the last three years.
As for the restaurant scene, what has happened in the last 20 years has been fantastic. There's no reason
to venture out of Melrose (except to Grimsby's which we should annex:)). I am a frequent patron of them
all! I'm at the library every week and at Shaw's every weekend. The dog park is one of my favorite
additions to the town (as is the wine store). I am a very vocal supporter of any Melrose busirtess on the
Melrose Facebook Community Page and would like to see all of the members consistently making
recommendations for al I of our local businesses whether it be for a seamstress or car repair. I myself make
a point of doing business as local as poss ible.
I have to admit that while I may not have any experience directly related to the position of being an
alderman I am passionate about all of the businesses, schools and each and every citizen who lives among
us. I feel I ike I am a common, sens ible, middle of the road resident of Melrose who has an above average
love for her town. I have weathered high water bills, road improvements, car break-ins and all other
common problems our city has had to deal with.
It will be a pleasure to assist the board in continuing to improve our city. I am registered as an
Independent so I truly feel like I can make the the best and most unbiased decisions for my ward and my
city.
Sincerely,
DeAnne Mullett
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DeAnne Mullett
45 Mount Vernon Street
Melrose MA 02176
857-200-0430
deanne.m@comcast.net
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Registered Voter: Independent

Education:
Bachelor of Science: Nursing
University of Louisville 1991
Master of Science: Nursing
Family Nurse Practitioner
University of Tampa 1997

Recent Work Experience:
Cambridge Health Alliance Everett (V/ hidden) Hospital
Emergency Department and Operating Room RN 2007- current
Melrose Wakefield Hospital
Emergency Department RN 1999-2007
Traveling Nurse 1991-1998 :
Kentucky, Indiana, Colorado, Florida and New York
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

deanne.m@comcast.net
Kamosa, Amy
Re: please confirm attendence at Monday evening"s meeting
Sunday, February 25, 2018 11:53:57 PM

Hi Amy,
Could you do me a favor and remove my name from the list of candidates for the Ward 5
Alderman position. After looking at the list of candidates I realized my neighbor Gerry Mroz
is on the list. I had sent him a few texts last week encouraging him to run but did not know
until tonight that he had submitted his name. I will be attending the meeting tomorrow night in
order to show my support for Gerry but I do not need to speak.
Thank you,
DeAnne Mullett
Sent from XFINITY Connect Mobile App

------ Original Message -----From: Kamosa, Amy
To: Gerry Mroz, Eugenia Gibbons, Deanne Mullett, pattym19@verizon.net, Shawn
MacMaster, johnpcooley1@yahoo.com, Richard Kirk, Pete Navarra
Sent: February 23, 2018 at 9:24 AM
Subject: please confirm attendence at Monday evening's meeting
All,
If you have not already done so, please reply to this email to let me know that you will be able to
attend the appropriations meeting on Monday night at 7:00.
Thank you,
Amy Kamosa
Amy Kamosa
Aldermanic Clerk of Committees
City Webmaster
City of Melrose
akamosa@cityofmelrose.org
781-979-4100
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35 Crescent Ave #2, Melrose, MA 02176
Email: pete.i.navarra@gmail.com
February 16th, 2018
Board of Alderman, Melrose
℅ City Clerk or Clerk of Committees
Melrose City Hall
562 Main Street, Melrose, MA 02176
℅: moshea@cityofmelrose.org
℅:akamosa@cityofmelrose.org
ATTN: Board of Alderman, Melrose, MA
RE: Letter of Interest for Ward 5 Alderman, Melrose
Greetings Board of Alderman,
It is my honor and pleasure to submit my interest for the open seat for the Ward 5 Alderman
vacancy. Over the last several years, I have enjoyed forming relationships with everyone on
this board and highly respect the job that you have done in the past and are currently doing.
Additionally, for the new members on this board that were elected this past cycle,
congratulations and welcome.
What makes Melrose a fantastic city to live in, is the fact that we really are “One Community,
Open to All”. We have a large residential presence with very small commercial base. While this
is one of our greatest attributes, it’s also one of our greatest weaknesses. Having such a high
residential tax base, compared to commercial tax bases that our neighbors enjoy, presents
unique opportunities that necessitate conservative spending and fiscal responsibility. This also
means making tough decisions and ensuring that our priorities are aligned correctly.
As you know, I too, was an official candidate for the position of School Committee this last
election cycle, which allowed me to form even larger bonds with all of you during my campaign.
It was especially enjoyable to see many of you out on the trail knocking on doors, waking up
dogs, and deciding which door bell to ring. While I did not win a seat, I feel I ran a successful
campaign and introduced myself to a large number of Melrose residents giving them an
opportunity to learn more about me. Over 1500 voters voted for me, which is a strong showing
for a first time candidate.
While there a number of reasons why I am interested in this position -- none of which are for any
kind of political gain or further personal advancement in politics on a greater platform -- the
primary reason is because of my unwavering love for Melrose. Since moving to Melrose in 2011,
I have formed friendships with a number of city leaders, organizers, and resident’s. In 2015,
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Mayor Dolan appointed me to represent Melrose on the Massport Community Advisory
Committee, a state agency that provides oversight to Massport. Additionally, I am considered
the representative contact for any resident in Melrose that wishes to discuss or voice concern
over all areas of Massport that affect our city.
Professionally, I am deeply embedded with technology, an area that Melrose, especially our
schools, will be continuing to depend on now and into the long term foreseeable and possibly
even not foreseeable futures. My role is to ensure we stay on budget, efficient in our resources,
solve tough problems, find common ground, and at the end of the day make our clients happy.
Seems pretty close to the job this body does, just our clients are the residents of Melrose.
However, this also means, my professional experience is a unique resume that is probably not
too often found in city governments. What doesn’t speak in my professional resume, as much, is
the amount experience I have garnered in the areas of public service in Emergency
Management and working with a multitude of governmental bodies and municipalities in
volunteer capacities.
These include being a volunteer EMT for Wilson Emergency Management Agency in
Tennessee for a few years, being the Emergency Coordinator for the Wilson County Emergency
Amateur Radio Service, working with FEMA, Homeland Security, Office of Emergency
Management of Nashville, surrounding counties, and Tennessee Emergency Management
Agency helping to create policies on how amateur radio can help replace commercial band
radio when an a wide area event that wipes out communication towers, which occured in the
aftermath of Katrina. From leading storm spotters (aka tornado chasers) when severe weather
breaks out through the Skywarn program to doing damage assessments with FEMA, like the
wake of a major tornado outbreak in April of 2006 in Tennessee. Last but not least, upon my
move to the Boston area, serving with the American Red Cross Disaster Services for 3 years
becoming the Zone Manager for all of Metro-Boston and Eastern Massachusetts Bay area.
Naturally, my dedication and devotion to public service has always persisted throughout my life.
Today, as I write this letter, is no different. The city in which I have fallen in love with, from our
Americana downtown, to our quiet and strong neighborhoods, and our thriving community is
seeking help and I want to help. At the heart of this community are our schools. The education
of our children is the number one priority that we as city leaders need to focus on, to ensure that
we are providing the best curriculum, the best culture for both teacher and student, and that all
children are provided for, regardless of class, race, religion, or handicap.
My family is the cornerstone of this passion. When I look at Alex and picture him walking the
halls of Lincoln School, finding his way at MVMMS mulling whether he wants to be a hockey
player, basketball player, figure skater, or band member, and deciding which is more important
Calculus or the girl that he just crushed for in high school. All of these are memories of the
future. I hope to play a role in that future. For my child, my wife, and for all of the residents of
Melrose; Ward 5 and beyond.
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Thank you for taking the time to consider my interest in this position. I look forward to continuing
this conversation. I have attached my professional resume with this correspondence.
Regardless of the outcome of this process, know that I am available to you and wanting to
support this board in any capacity.
Sincerely,

Peter Navarra
Ward 5 Resident
Enclosures:
1) Letter of Intent (this letter)
2) Peter I. Navarra Resume
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Peter Ian Navarra
“If you’re going to do something, do it right the first time.” – Mike Holmes
PUBLIC ACTIVITIES

PROFESSIONAL SKILLS

➢ Represent Melrose on the Massport
Community Advisory Committee, a
41-member state agency providing
oversight and accountability to all
areas of Massport.
➢ Executive Committee Member-atLarge on the Massport Community
Advisory Committee.
➢ Ward 5 Chair of the Melrose
Democratic City Committee
➢ 2017 Candidate for Melrose School
Committee earning over 1500 votes in
the city-wide election.
➢ Organized over 400 houses in Ward 51 to join the online community
Nextdoor.com, dispatching postcards
frequently welcoming new neighbors
into the area.
➢ Volunteer-extraordinaire with the
Melrose Chamber of Commerce
events such as Victorian Fair and
Home for the Holiday’s.

➢

➢

➢

➢

➢

+ ASSETS

Expert proficiency in multiple programming
languages, including but not limited to: C#,
3.5/4.0 .NET, PHP, and Java.
Expert proficiency with MSSQL, Oracle, and
MySQL including T/SQL and PL/SQL as
well as the administration of MSSQL.
Expert proficiency with server and application
technologies including VMware vSphere,
Windows, Linux, Active Directory, Exchange,
and Openfiler.
Advanced Proficiency in Cisco ASA IOS,
SonicWall NSA’s, and Dell PowerConnect
Switches, Routers, and Firewalls.
Passionate, Loyal, Honest

CERTIFICATIONS + ENDORSEMENTS
•
•
•

Sitecore CMS Certified Developer (v5, v6, v8)
Sitecore MVP (Technology 2017-2018)
Multiple FEMA/CERT and EMA related
certificates

EDUCATION + TRAINING
2014

S. New Hampshire Univ.
Information Technology

Manchester,
NH

2008

SANS GIAC Training
Web Application Security

Boston, MA

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE – PRIVATE SECTOR
Mar 2017 – Present
Mar 2017 – Present

Connective DX

Director, Technical Strategy / Sitecore Practice Director
➢ Leads the Sitecore Practice across the company.
➢ Speaker at national and international conferences promoting Sitecore
➢ Community Leader in the Sitecore industry
➢ Manages resources, client expectations, and budgets.
➢ Provides mentorship to grow developers into amazing problem solvers

Boston, MA

35 CRESCENT AVE #2 • MELROSE, MA 02176
E-MAIL PETE@SITECOREHACKER.COM •

PHONE (615) 330-5276
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE …
Jul 2016 – Mar 2017

Jul 2016 – March 2017

Feb 2016 – Jul 2016
Feb 2016 – Jul 2016

Apr 2015 – Feb 2016
Apr 2015 – Feb 2016

June 2014 – Mar 2015
June 2014 – Mar 2015

Coria, LLC

Acton, ME

Grand Circle Corporation

Boston, MA

Practice Director, Sitecore
➢ Architected and implemented technical solutions to support web sites, mobile
devices, analytic tracking, and social media initiatives on their Sitecore platform.
➢ Managed and mentored team in design and coding best practices.
➢ Provided technical leadership on development and innovated web solutions.
➢ Provided oversight and guidance to outsourced development efforts
➢ Completely transformed development team into a well-oiled and highly functional
team capable of completing projects that previously had issues getting off the
ground.
Director, Web Engineering
➢ Architected and implemented technical solutions to support web sites, mobile
devices, analytic tracking, and social media initiatives on their Sitecore platform.
➢ Managed and mentored team in design and coding best practices.
➢ Provided technical leadership on development and innovated web solutions.
➢ Provided oversight and guidance to outsourced development efforts
➢ Completely transformed development team into a well-oiled and highly functional
team capable of completing projects that previously had issues getting off the
ground.

XCentium

Technical Director
➢ On the Delivery Side
o Lead solution architecture and design
o Conduct Code Reviews
o Provide proof of concepts
o Solve difficult problems and code
o Mentor team members
o Manage Large Accounts (>$1M)
➢ On the Sales Side
o Conduct Pre-Sales Technical Meetings
o Provide Client Presentations
o Manage Sales Pipeline
➢ Started and have begun staffing of their Boston Office.

Agency Oasis

Culver City, CA

Boston, MA

Technical Director
➢ Provided day to day management and operations of development department
consisting of 35 developers with 8 direct reports.
➢ Managed a high-end set of client portfolios seeing incredibly complex solutions
through to completion.
➢ Provided daily mentoring and leadership guidance to developers.
➢ Led daily scrums and weekly developer meetings with a focus on knowledge sharing
➢ Participated in resource management and allocation meetings spanning multiple
projects.
➢ Created and implemented IT processes as well as directly managed IT resources.
➢ Took over all QA processes and QA resource management
➢ Assisted in the creation of a Development Operations group and process for
Application Support.

35 CRESCENT AVE #2 • MELROSE, MA 02176
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE …
Jan 2008 – June 2014

Velir

Somerville, MA

Oct 2011 – June 2014

Director – Information Technology
➢ Provide complete management over newly created IT department including
equipment purchasing, infrastructure planning/implementation, and creation of
policies and procedures.
➢ Provided management of day-to-day operations on 60+ workstations, 52 servers (42
of them virtualized), and multiple colocation production environments for clients.
➢ Continued providing Lead/Senior development expertise on multiple projects
guiding 5-6 person teams on large scale development projects. Most recently is the
soon to be launched Brookings Institute redesign project.
➢ Provided training and education to clients on products built by Velir.

Sept 2009 – Oct 2011

Director – Production Systems
➢ Created the Production Systems Support department at Velir staffed up to 13
employees and created 3 new roles. Production Systems has revolutionized the way
Velir interacts with clients for post-production support of existing systems and small
new feature enhancements. Used ITIL service management fundamentals.
➢ Continued providing Lead/Senior Development expertise on multiple projects.
Senior Web Developer
➢ Provided Lead/Senior development expertise on multiple Sitecore CMS projects
including several large scale implementations.
➢ Involved in full life cycle development of web projects, including discovery and
planning, development, and deployment.
➢ Web Portfolio includes Kaiser Family Foundation, Brookings Institute, Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation, Center for the Study of Social Policy, IFT, and along
with many others.

Jan 2008 – Sept 2009

2006 – Jan 2008

2004 – 2006

1998 – 2004

2001 – 2004

Healthways, Inc.

Nashville, TN

Surgis, Inc. (now United Surgical Partners Int’l, Inc.)

Nashville, TN

Cracker Barrel OCS, Inc.

Lebanon, TN

Programmer/ Analyst
➢ Provided development expertise on multiple internal Java and C#/ASP based web
projects including full life cycle development, warranty deployments, and support
and troubleshooting.
➢ Web Portfolio includes eResident.org, CareSteps.com, eFulfillment Member Portal,
and ProChange/TTMX Middle Tier web services.
Programmer/ Analyst
➢ Provided development expertise on multiple internal PHP based web projects and
applications. Also, provided support of hardware, user computers, and general IT
related systems, including network/server administration and Active Directory
management.
➢ Web Portfolio includes Corporate Access Intranet and Online Invoice and Billing
System,

Programmer/ Analyst
➢ Provided development and support expertise on multiple internal projects and
applications ranging from PHP, ProC++, ColdFusion, Oracle Forms and Reports,
to Cognos BI.
➢ Projects included implementation of Retek Retail Accounting software, Cracker
Barrel eCommerce website, Retail Data Warehouse Reporting, SKU Lookup
System, Change Request Tracking System (SOX Compliance), Guest Relations Call
Center Web Application

35 CRESCENT AVE #2 • MELROSE, MA 02176
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1998 – 2000

P a g e |4

Senior Store Support Analyst
➢ Provided Tier 2 and Tier 3 technical support of Point-of-Sale computer systems in a
call center helpdesk environment supporting over 500 locations nationwide.
➢ Developed training guidelines that are still in-use today, and trained over 15
incoming Store Support Analysts.
Store Support Analyst
➢ Provided Tier 1 technical support of Point-of-Sale computer systems in a call center
helpdesk environment supporting over 500 locations nationwide.

➢ Student Pilot
➢ NWS Certified Storm Spotter
➢ Red Cross Disaster Services Volunteer
o Zone Manager Metro-Boston

PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENTS + ABILITIES
➢ 4 Year Volunteer EMT/ FF
➢ Amateur Operator: K4IWX
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Tina DeSelm
Aldermen
ward 5 alderman vote
Monday, February 26, 2018 10:13:23 AM

Good morning,
I understand that you are choosing a new ward 5 alderperson this evening. While I admittedly
do not live in in ward five I believe that this vote will impact the city as a whole. I'd like you
each to consider that there are only two candidates under consideration who have put
themselves out their for public scrutiny during a city wide election, as you all have. It is my
opinion that the position of alderman should have to be earned and not handed to someone
who has never actually run for public office. It's no easy feat, as you're all aware.  
Just my two cents.
Tina DeSelm
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Jessica Buster
Aldermen
Eugenia Gibbons
Ward Five Vacancy - Eugenia Gibbons
Monday, February 26, 2018 11:28:36 AM

Hello!
I understand that tonight you are discussing which of the many applicants you should appoint
to fill the Board vacancy for Ward 5. I know you value public input, and I wish to recommend
Eugenia Gibbons.
I haven't known Eugenia for long - about six months. In that time, though, she has powerfully
impressed me. She's intelligent, committed, knowledgeable and kind. She has considerable
experience in public advocacy and election volunteering. When she helped me learn the ropes
of door-knocking in November, she brought along her five-year-old daughter, who was clearly
familiar with the experience.
Her work in the energy sector is forward-looking, and how knowledge there would be
beneficial to Melrose's future. I know that she and her colleagues build consensus across
governmental and private interests, and communicate complex topics and policies to the
public in comprehensible ways - always a valuable skill in government.
I have enjoyed conversing with Eugenia on topics of local politics and policies as well as
national and global issues. It's no mean feat to keep track of all those streams of information in
the modern world, just as I'm sure it's challenging for a Board member to keep up with all the
relevant details of city business. I've seen that Eugenia has the mental bandwidth for that level
of engagement. She has followed the work of the Commission on Women with interest, and I
wish we could have her be part of it.
I know that Eugenia and her entire family are fully invested in the success of Melrose. Her
daughter is in the schools, her husband is a teacher (and the MCW hopes to partner with him
in the fall to bring an excellent film to the community) and her mother is an active resident. I
would be very pleased and proud to have Eugenia representing me and my family in Ward 5.
Yours,
Jessica Buster
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Date:

vtsdmailer@vt-s.net
Aldermen
[Melrose MA] Support for Eugenia Gibbons for Ward 5 Alderman (Sent by Martha Grover,
mgrover5933@gmail.com)
Monday, February 26, 2018 8:59:36 AM
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From:
To:
Subject:

Hello Board of Aldermen,
Martha Grover (mgrover5933@gmail.com) has sent you a message via your contact
form (https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/contact) at Melrose MA.
If you don't want to receive such e-mails, you can change your settings at
https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/edit.
Message:
Dear Aldermen,
Melrose, and Ward 5 in particular, is lucky to have eight residents throw
their hat in the ring to serve on the Board of Aldermen for the next two
years. Among those candidates, Eugenia Gibbons stands out as having the
experience, commitment to consensus-building, approachability, and
clearheaded problem-solving skills that would make her a great Ward 5
Alderman.
A Melrosian for three years, Eugenia has the unique benefit of a fresh
perspective on the challenges our community faces as well as a very
forward-thinking approach. Frankly, I’m more than a little tired of the
“how long have you lived here” litmus test that is often applied to
whether one has the qualifications or is committed to making our community a
welcoming and thriving place for us all to live. I am one example and there
are lots of other “new” neighbors among us who now call Melrose our home,
raise our children here, and even work here like me and her husband who
teaches at MHS. Our contributions are just as valuable as those who have
lived here all of their lives.
I’ve worked with Eugenia in a professional capacity as we share an interest
and careers in energy and the environment and I’ve found her to be
accessible and thoughtful. She has a knack for explaining complicated issues
and concepts in a way that others can easily understand. In her work she has
to listen carefully, constantly balance opposing opinions, and negotiate
workable compromises. All of these skills would come into play and would
serve her well as an Alderman and in representing the interests of Ward 5
residents.
As always, thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this important
election.
Sincerely,
Martha Grover
31 Gooch Street
Melrose
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Date:

Sarah Molway
Aldermen
Selection of a Ward 5 Alderman
Monday, February 26, 2018 2:46:56 PM

Dear Board of Aldermen,
I am an 11 year resident in the 7th Ward of Melrose. While the Alderman you will be
appointing tonight will not represent me directly, he or she will ultimately influence changes
that impact all of Melrose. I have been so proud to watch as Melrose has grown in the short
time I have lived here and want to see this progress continue.
I would like to express my support of Eugenia Gibbons. She has experience that will make her
uniquely poised to continue Melrose's progress.
Thank you for your consideration.
Kindest regards,
Sarah Ballard Molway
58 Goss Ave
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mandy Carroll
Aldermen
Support for Eugenia Gibbons - Ward 5
Monday, February 26, 2018 1:01:56 PM

Good AfternoonMy name is Mandy Carroll and I’m a resident of Melrose. My husband and I bought our first house
on Grove street in 2009 and have since moved to Swains Pond as our family expanded. Wanted to
pass along my support for Eugenia Gibbons for Ward 5 Aldermen. I’m interested in her fresh
perspective on new and existing issues. Eugenia has a proven track record of effectively listening to
all perspectives and developing collaborative decisions. Her experience on issues such as the
environment and commitment to social justice will help to keep Melrose as a desirable place to live.
Thanks again for your time.
Best regards,
Mandy Carroll

Mandy Carroll
RAS Managing Director
617-239-7022 (Direct)    315-7022 (Internal)
617-785-0534 (Mobile)   617-422-0909 (Fax)
mcarroll@bdo.com
BDO
One International Place
Boston, MA 02110
UNITED STATES
617-422-0700
www.bdo.com

BDO USA, LLP, a Delaware limited liability partnership, is the U.S. member of BDO International Limited, a UK
company limited by guarantee, and forms part of the international BDO network of independent member firms.
BDO is the brand name for the BDO network and for each of the BDO Member Firms.
IMPORTANT NOTICES
The contents of this email and any attachments to it may contain privileged and confidential information from
BDO USA, LLP. This information is only for the viewing or use of the intended recipient. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of, or the taking of
any action in reliance upon, the information contained in this e-mail, or any of the attachments to this e-mail, is
strictly prohibited and that this e-mail and all of the attachments to this e-mail, if any, must be immediately
returned to BDO USA, LLP or destroyed and, in either case, this e-mail and all attachments to this e-mail must be
immediately deleted from your computer without making any copies hereof. If you have received this e-mail in
error, please notify BDO USA, LLP by e-mail immediately.

Packet Pg. 41

Attachment: citizencorrespondence--Support for Eugenia Gibbons - Ward 5 -carroll (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created

3.1.n

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Concetta Green
Aldermen
Support for Ward 5 Candidate: Eugenia Gibbons
Monday, February 26, 2018 11:47:45 AM

Good morning,
My name is Concetta M. Green and I am a proud resident of Ward 5, here in Melrose, where
there is currently a vacant Alderman seat.
I write this letter today in support of Eugenia Gibbons. Eugenia is an expert in areas of energy
and economy across all levels. I believe that she is capable of bringing fresh perspective to our
city. Eugenia is dedicated to civic engagement and community advancement as is made clear
in her resume. Mrs. Gibbons is an experienced and approachable coalition builder, qualities
which are essential for the role of an Alderman. Finally, Eugenia would bring much needed
diversity to our city's leadership.
Thank you for your consideration and I look forward to hearing your selection this evening. I
highly recommend Eugenia for the position of Ward 5 Alderman to keep Melrose a safe and
progressive community.

Concetta M. Green
278 Main Street, #4D
Melrose, MA 02176
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jane Roper
Aldermen
In support of Eugenia Gibbons
Sunday, February 25, 2018 9:02:46 PM

Dear Board of Aldermen,
I'm writing to express my support for Eugenia Gibbons, who I hear has applied for
consideration as the replacement for the Ward 5 vacancy on the Board of Alderman.
I've known Eugenia for a couple of years, primarily through our involvement in civic /
political / environmental causes, and I've been extremely impressed by her commitment,
thoughtfulness, community-mindedness and knowledgablility on the issues. She's also just a
lovely person. I have no doubt that she would make an excellent addition to the Board of
Aldermen, and I hope you'll give her serious consideration.
I'd be glad to discuss further if it would be helpful.
Sincerely,
Jane Roper
63 Nowell Rd., Melrose
-Jane Roper, Writer
617-823-7877
Copywriting: janeropercreative.com
Blog, Books, etc.: janeroper.com
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Sarah Waywell
Aldermen
Eugenia Gibbons for Ward 5
Sunday, February 25, 2018 5:29:40 PM

Dear Board of Aldermen,
I would like to add my support for Eugenia Gibbons to represent Ward 5 as Alderman. I am a
resident of Ward 5, residing at 89 E Wyoming Ave, and have the pleasure of being Ms.
Gibbons neighbor. Ms. Gibbons possesses the leadership, relationship and legislative skills
that would make her a huge asset to the current Board. Her experience both in the private and
public sector provide her with a unique perspective on how the legislative process works and
in understanding how to represent a constituency, which, in my opinion, is the most important
job of an Alderman. As Melrose moves forward, particularly in these nationally politically
charged times, I think it is incredibly important for Melrose to have people who bring unique
perspectives to the table and Ms. Gibbons is the right person to do this. I also think Ms.
Gibbons communication skills, ability to articulate complicated ideas thoughtfully and her
public speaking aptitude will all be very useful in the position. Thank you for taking the time
to read this letter of support and I look forward to hearing the outcome.
Sincerely,
Sarah Waywell Timm
89 E. Wyoming Ave
617 460 4390
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jessica Buster
Aldermen
Gerry Mroz
Monday, February 26, 2018 11:33:55 AM

I want also to offer a brief note on Gerry Mroz, who I understand is a candidate for the same
position as Eugenia.
While I respect Gerry's tireless work advocating for his beliefs in the city, I believe that his
past behavior toward one of the members of the Commission on Women should rule him out
of a position of public power.
When Maureen Burnham came before your body to be considered and confirmed, she was
confronted by Gerry, who eventually chose to pursue her down the corridor of City Hall,
loudly exclaiming that she was "just another rich, white lawyer." Maureen felt intimidated and
threatened.  
At the time, the Commission spoke to Alderman Zwirko about the incident, and I understand
he spoke to Gerry to indicate that this was not acceptable. We have had no trouble since;
nevertheless, I do not think this indicates an appropriate mindset for the position of Alderman.
I appreciate your attention, both to this and my recommendation of Eugenia Gibbons.
Yours,
Jessica Buster
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Alison Sarnoski
Aldermen
Eugenia Gibbons
Monday, February 26, 2018 6:10:27 PM

Board of Aldermen,
I hope that this reaches you before your meeting! I am a 14 year resident of Melrose (ward 7) and am reaching out to
briefly lend my support to Eugenia Gibbons, who you will be meeting shortly as a candidate for ward 5 Alderman. I
believe that Eugenia will boldly represent the residents of ward 5 with a fresh perspective. In her few years as a
Melrose resident, I have come to admire her professional experience surrounding energy and the environment and
her passion around issues of social justice. On a personal level, I can tell you that Eugenia is skilled at being quick to
listen and slow to speak. I am confident that she will be able to work with all perspectives on the board to come to a
consensus that will be in the best interest of all residents in the city of Melrose.
Thank you for your time and your service to the city.
Sincerely,
Alison Sarnoski
Swains Pond Avenue
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

dianeastle9@gmail.com
Aldermen
Gerry Mroz for Ward 5 Alderman
Monday, February 26, 2018 4:12:51 PM

Hello Board,
I understand tonight you may be deciding to vote on a replacement for Gail Inferna’s seat. I was thrilled to hear my
neighbor Gerry was placing his bid for this seat. I know Gerry has a reputation, good or bad, but wanted to send my
thoughts in
I’ve known Gerry since he moved to my neighborhood. His passion for the city and knowledge on a broad array of
subjects is deep. To some he may appear opinionated or singular but my experience is he investigates and digs for
discovery to find a variety of answers. This coupled with his vault of previous knowledge Gerry is able to boil
complex issues into simple summaries. However, behind any single solution presented is a database of knowledge
and with discussion, Gerry has always been open to discovering different solutions and has the knowledge to
navigate the complexities of each.
I have always enjoyed discussions with Gerry as he is able to see many sides and back them up with concrete
information. He is open to varying opinions and has the ability to discuss and pull threads from complementary
subjects offering a fuller picture from which to form an opinion.
Gerry’s passion and ability to find information would be a valuable addition to the Board. He is a caring and
generous neighbor whom I feel has the experience to help maintain the ethics of the city I love and feel proud to be a
community member of. I trust Gerry to be and outstanding Member of the Board of Alderman.
I know this choice is not an easy one but know Gerry would be an excellent candidate for the position.
Thank you kindly,
Diane Astle Bagley
37 E. Wyoming Ave
Sent from my iPhone
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vtsdmailer@vt-s.net
Aldermen
[Melrose MA] Recommendation for Shawn MacMaster for Ward 5 (Sent by Rabbi Arnie Fertig,
amfertig@gmail.com)
Tuesday, February 27, 2018 3:48:04 PM

Hello Board of Aldermen,
Rabbi Arnie Fertig (amfertig@gmail.com) has sent you a message via your
contact form (https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/contact) at Melrose MA.
If you don't want to receive such e-mails, you can change your settings at
https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/edit.
Message:
Rabbi Arnie Fertig
10 Sunset Rd.
Melrose, MA 02176
781-665-1944
February 27, 2018
The Board of Alderman
Melrose, MA
Dear Members of the Board of Alderman,
It gives me great pleasure to request that you give favorable consideration
to Shawn MacMaster's application to replace Mayor Gail Infurna as the Ward 5
Alderman.
Shawn's six years serving as a member of the Melrose Human Rights Commission
coincided with my own six years on that body. In the course of that time I
came to see both his professionalism and human concern for all the matters
which came before us.
His knowledge gained during his MPA studies, coupled with his experience
working in the Middlesex District Attorney's Office were invaluable to the
work of the Commission, and I happily relied on the broader governmental
perspective he brought to bear in any number of conversations and
deliberations.
Very soon into our acquaintanceship, I came to respect his great concern for
the citizens of our city and his hard work to, in every instance, make our
city's motto, "One Community Open To All" a reality for all.
Shawn is not one to shy away from volunteering to go above and beyond the
minimum requirements of his role. For example, he often brought ideas for
featured speakers for the annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Day program and
would do the legwork to invite, greet and introduce them to the community at
the events.
He stepped up to assume the Chairmanship of the Commission and did an
excellent job of focusing discussion of all agenda items while providing
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every member the opportunity to be fully heard. He encouraged full
participation in all our events and served as an excellent public spokesman
for the Commission. As well, he fostered a very productive relationship with
the Melrose Free Press which resulted in the publication of several lengthy
feature articles dealing with issues about which we had a concern.
I'm quite certain that Shawn is the kind of person who will be continuously
open to dialog with all of his constituents on any issue, and will represent
them well in Aldermanic committees and meetings.
Because he will bring to the table a passion for helping people combined with
an even temperament and maturity I believe Shawn to be an excellent candidate
for Alderman, and I urge that you provide him the opportunity to further
enrich the City of Melrose through his contributions to the community.
Sincerely,
Arnie
Rabbi Arnold M. Fertig, MPA, D.D.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hello Board of Aldermen,
Charlie Harak (charak14@gmail.com) has sent you a message via your contact
form (https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/contact) at Melrose MA.
If you don't want to receive such e-mails, you can change your settings at
https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/edit.
Message:
Dear Aldermen - I have been a resident of Melrose for over 30 years and am so
proud of the many ways it has become an even better place to live than when I
first arrived. Over the years, I helped to launch the recycling committee
(back in the late 1980s), served on the Human Rights Committee, and presently
serve on the Melrose Housing Authority. I say that not to boast, but because
I know only a few of you I want you know that I care deeply about this place
that has been my home for so long. In that vein, I urge you to vote for
Eugenia Gibbons to fill the Ward 5 vacancy. I know her mostly through our
respective jobs, as we both work on a range of energy policy issues in
Massachusetts. Eugenia is a passionate advocate for programs that promote
energy efficiency and renewable energy, very much in line with the very
impressive steps the City has been taking to address climate change. She is
also a young mother who has taken a keen interest in the city ever since she
moved here. She is smart, passionate, and gifted at getting people to work
together cooperatively. She would be a welcome addition to your Board.
Thanks for considering my comments.
Charlie Harak 14 Country Club Rd
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vtsdmailer@vt-s.net
Aldermen
[Melrose MA] Ward 5 Alderman Candidate-Shawn MacMaster (Sent by Gina Kwon, Gina.kwon@gmail.com)
Tuesday, February 27, 2018 7:07:40 PM

Hello Board of Aldermen,
Gina Kwon (Gina.kwon@gmail.com) has sent you a message via your contact form
(https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/contact) at Melrose MA.
If you don't want to receive such e-mails, you can change your settings at
https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/edit.
Message:
Hello. My name is Gina Kwon and I am a Ward 5 resident. I am writing to
express my support for Shawn MacMaster for the vacant Alderman position. I
have known Shawn for approximately 10 years since I first met him in a
professional capacity while employed as an Assistant District Attorney at the
Middlesex District Attorney’s Office. Since then, I have gotten to know
Shawn better on a personal level and credit him with bringing me to Melrose
after living in the city of Boston for nearly 7 years. While working at the
Middlesex DA’s Office, I witnessed Shawn’s commitment to public service
as he advocated for victims of domestic/sexual violence, as well as the
victims and witnesses of many different crimes. It was Shawn’s job to speak
for these victims—many of whom were women in long term abusive
relationships—and to ensure that their rights were protected. Shawn always
displayed the utmost professionalism and care when dealing the staff in the
office and the public at large. Additionally, Shawn was a great resource to
me when I first moved to Melrose, a community I previously knew very little
about and have now grown to love. He was and continues to be my “first
stop” for all things Melrose. Whether it was questions about public works
or events around town, Shawn was always eager to help; and if he didn’t
have the answer, he would find out for me. It is because of these
characteristics that I wholeheartedly believe that Shawn is the best
candidate to represent Ward 5 and the greater Melrose community.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hello Board of Aldermen,
Rebecca Mooney (mooneymom@yahoo.com) has sent you a message via your contact
form (https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/contact) at Melrose MA.
If you don't want to receive such e-mails, you can change your settings at
https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/edit.
Message:
Dear Melrose Board of Aldermen,
As a resident of Ward 5, I am writing in support of Shawn MacMaster’s
application to represent Ward 5 on the Melrose Board of Aldermen.
I first met Shawn about 10 years ago in my capacity as the Executive Director
of the Melrose Alliance Against Violence (MAAV). In his role as Deputy
Director of Victim Services, he accompanied Middlesex District Attorney Gerry
Leone to one of our Board meetings. As a new resident of Melrose at that
time, he was eager to get involved in the community and we were thrilled to
have him join our Board of Directors. His natural leadership abilities soon
led him to the role of Vice-President of our Board. Over the course of his
tenure in that role, Shawn brought incredible expertise, professionalism and
commitment to the organization. His depth of knowledge and experience as an
advocate for victims of domestic violence at the state level was a tremendous
asset to MAAV.
When Shawn left our Board to take on a leadership role with the Melrose Human
Rights Commission, he vowed to continue to support MAAV and he has absolutely
done that. We have collaborated with the DA’s Office on the “Cut it
Out” program which provides training to hairdressers, and each year as part
of our Annual Walk & Candlelight Vigil, Shawn reaches out to honorary host
committee members at the state level to enlist support. Most importantly, he
is my go-to resource when working with victims of domestic violence for legal
and other issues.
It’s been exciting for me to see Shawn bring his leadership skills to other
organizations in the community, and joining the Board of Aldermen seems like
a natural next step. Shawn is a thoughtful, knowledgeable and hardworking
individual who gives 100% to whatever he is involved with, and I have no
doubt he would bring that same level of commitment to the Melrose Board of
Aldermen.
Thank you for your consideration.
Rebecca Mooney
5 Fellsway East
Melrose, MA 02176
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3.1.y

vtsdmailer@vt-s.net
Aldermen
[Melrose MA] Support for Eugenia Gibbons- Alderman Ward 5 (Sent by Saira Syed, sairamsyed@gmail.com)
Thursday, March 01, 2018 10:08:02 AM

Attachment: citizencorrespondence-syed-supportforgibbons ward5-2018-135 (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hello Board of Aldermen,
Saira Syed (sairamsyed@gmail.com) has sent you a message via your contact
form (https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/contact) at Melrose MA.
If you don't want to receive such e-mails, you can change your settings at
https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/edit.
Message:
Dear Board of Aldermen,
My name is Saira Syed and I am a resident of Ward 5 in Melrose. I am writing
to let you know why I am supporting Eugenia in her bid to become our next
Ward 5 Alderman.
I met Eugenia Gibbons about 3 years ago while both of our children were
attending Franklin ECC and I immediately hit it off with Eugenia because of
her calm personality and friendly nature. As I have become to know her better
over the years, she continues to impress me with her concern for the
environment, public policy, and equality. I know she believes in what Melrose
is all about- One Community Open to All.
It has been a privilege to know this brilliant and compassionate individual.
Sincerely,
Saira Syed
617-455-1585
135 Mt. Vernon Ave, Melrose, MA 02176
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Attachment: additionalcorrespondence--mullett (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald. Infurna becoming Mayor on

3.1.z

vtsdmailer@vt-s.net
Aldermen
[Melrose MA] Ward 5 Alderman (Sent by DeAnne Mullett, deanne.m@comcast.net)
Thursday, March 01, 2018 8:32:49 PM

Hello Board of Aldermen,
DeAnne Mullett (deanne.m@comcast.net) has sent you a message via your contact
form (https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/contact) at Melrose MA.
If you don't want to receive such e-mails, you can change your settings at
https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/edit.
Message:
     I am writing to again voice my support for Gerry Mroz to be appointed as
my interim Ward 5 alderman. I attended the appropriations meeting this past
Monday and was able to hear from all of the candidates. While I was
pleasantly surprised by credentials of some of the candidates, only Gerry
would have the knowledge and ability to step right into the position. I have
know him and his wife for over 10 years. He has always made a point of
knowing his neighbors and helping out any of us with any issue. I have
personally had numerous discussions about the schools and and the functions
of city government with Gerry. I realize that many if not all of the board
members have had to "deal with" him speaking out meetings on a variety of
subjects over the years. I totally understand that he can be nothing short of
a pain in the ass when he is trying to make a point. I have seen him in
action! :) But I think it would be a mistake to not make use of his
knowledge while we have the chance. He is not in this for personal gain or to
add it to his resume. He has already proven that he has the time and the
talent to represent this ward as it deserves.
       Now having made my case for Gerry Mroz, I would like to also state my
second choice would be for Eugenia Gibbons. She was articulate, she was
poised and she was succinct. I like that she is a relative newcomer to the
city and her education is most impressive. I am a big supporter of the high
school and love the fact that her husband is a teacher. As our ward is by far
the most diverse in the city I think it would be a great message to appoint
an african american woman. We are "One City Open to All" and this is
especially true of Ward 5.
Sincerely,
DeAnne Mullett
45 Mt. Vernon Street
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malaika king
Aldermen
Pete Navarra
Wednesday, February 28, 2018 10:11:47 PM

Attachment: CitizenCorrespondence-support for Navarra--King-2018-135 (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hello
I am a resident of Melrose and I live in Ward 5. I would like to show my support for Pete Navarra as a
candidate for Ward 5 Aldermen.
Regards Malaika King
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Drake Jacobs
Aldermen
Candidate for vacant aldermanic seat - Gerry Mroz
Tuesday, February 27, 2018 5:20:32 PM

I just learned that my neighbor, Gerry Mroz, has entered his name for consideration as a
candidate to fill the current vacancy on the Board of Aldermen.
As a resident at 80 Mt Vernon Street, Melrose, since 1994, I believe Mr Mroz would make an
excellent member of the Board. I’ve known Gerry for over a dozen years and find him to have
the qualities I look for in people in public service: intelligence, perceptiveness, inquisitive,
balanced, fair, articulate, patient, even tempered, hard working, committed to our community
and honest.
I highly endorse his consideration for this opening.
Sincerely
G Drake Jacobs, AIA
80 Mt Vernon Street
Melrose MA
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Attachment: citizencorrespondence-jacobs-supportformroz ward5-2018-135 (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald.

3.1.ab

3.1.ac

Chairman Lemmerman, Esteemed Members of the Board,
Thank you for your service and for this opportunity to further inform your consideration of my application to
fill our ward’s vacancy. I am Eugenia Gibbons. I love this city and would be honored to work alongside each of
you on behalf of my friends and neighbors in Ward 5 to help our city fully realize its potential.
By way of background my husband has been a teacher at the high school for five years. Our family has lived
here for 3 years. And a little over a year ago, my mother relocated from Florida to settle in Melrose, too. We
have two young children. The oldest attended the ECC and is now at the Lincoln.
I work for a nonprofit environmental organization where I specialize in wearing many hats – as is the nature of
nonprofit work. But I am particularly focused on state-level advocacy related to clean energy and climate, the
success of which often hinges on my ability to build and coordinate teams of diverse stakeholders,
communicate complex information concisely and effectively, and to be nimble as new challenges arise or midcourse corrections are needed. I take great pride in my ability to foster cooperation in order work towards the
accomplishment of shared goals despite differing opinions or initial points of view. These leadership skills and
personal qualities dovetail with the direction that Melrose is going.
In the years since we settled here, I have engaged in the community in a variety of ways. You may recognize
me from times when I have spoken during public comment periods in support of proposals like the plastic bag
ban, or when I’ve led trainings on legislative outreach, energy efficiency, and clean energy with the Sierra Club
organized by the energy commission. Or perhaps we crossed paths while door knocking during the election
season, when I was volunteering in my daughter’s classroom or the school library. In these ways, I have
strengthened my community connections, have met new people, participated in and stayed informed about
the goings on in the city and decision making, including by this body. I have participated in some of the many
activities and efforts undertaken to honor Melrose’s commitment to being one community open to all.
The vacancy in Ward 5 creates a unique opportunity for me to step up in a different way. And if selected, I
intend to go all in. I am invested in this city and committed to its enduring success. I am prepared to draw on
experience and expertise honed in my professional life to inform the good governance already in place in
Melrose.
Energy and environment may be my bailiwick, but the issue is so cross cutting that it demands an appreciation
for questions of development, transportation, energy consumption, and more. These same issues our ward
and city must confront regularly.
I am mindful of the different ways we all work to build community. I believe my variegated background and
experience have prepared me well to help leverage our community’s strengths to maintain momentum in the
near term and to navigate change effectively going forward.
I thank you for your time and consideration and welcome any questions you may have.
---
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Attachment: Personal Statement of Eugenia Gibbons 26 Feb 2018 (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald. Infurna

Personal Statement Delivered by Eugenia Gibbons at Appropriations Committee Meeting, 26 Feb 2018

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Victoria Ippolito
Aldermen
Letter is support of Eugenia Gibbons
Friday, March 02, 2018 1:57:00 PM

Dear Aldermen,
I am writing in support of Eugenia Gibbons becoming the Ward 5 alderman for the City of
Melrose because she is a community-maker. I met Eugenia two years ago when both our
daughters were in the same class at the ECC. Eugenia is a wonderful person, and I'm so glad
that our daughters becoming friends opened the door for our own friendship. Eugenia's
resume and other letters of support speak to her skills and policy experience, but in addition to
those, I believe that Eugenia would be a wonderful aldermen because of her generosity,
problem-solving nature, positive attitude, and approachability.  
Whenever I was running late to pick up my daughter, Eugenia was always there to pick her
up. When both Eugenia and I were struggling to manage summer camp schedules, she came
up with a great carpool solution. Eugenia is currently the room parent for her daughter's
Kindergarten class, and she has developed friendships and made connections with many of the
other parents. I know that these may seem like small kindnesses between parents, but they are
only a small example of Eugenia's larger attitude toward Melrose and its residents. Eugenia is
someone who builds community wherever she goes, and I believe that with her as our Ward 5
alderman that she would reach out to people, listen to and problem-solve about their concerns
and share in their joys. Eugenia Gibbons would help bring our community closer together.  
Thank you for your time and attention to this letter,
Victoria Ippolito
Ward 5 resident
11 Bartlett St.
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Attachment: citizencorrespondence--supportforEugenia Gibbons-Ippolito (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald.

3.1.ad

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Attachment: citizencorrespondence-MacMaster Support- Landergan (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald. Infurna

3.1.ae

vtsdmailer@vt-s.net
Aldermen
[Melrose MA] Outstanding recommendation for Shawn MacMaster (Sent by Mary Landergan,
m.landergan@northeastern.edu)
Friday, March 02, 2018 11:58:33 AM

Hello Board of Aldermen,
Mary Landergan (m.landergan@northeastern.edu) has sent you a message via your
contact form (https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/contact) at Melrose MA.
If you don't want to receive such e-mails, you can change your settings at
https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/edit.
Message:
I am writing to give the highest recommendation possible for Shawn MacMaster
to fill the alderman position formerly held by Gail Infurna. Shawn has the
requisite experience, intelligence and commitment to do an outstanding job.
He has strong leadership abilities.
I met Shawn over 7 years ago when we served as Board Members for the Melrose
Alliance Against Violence. Shawn was one of the most valued and productive
MAAV Board members. He helped with all events, large and small. He helped
recruit top speakers for the MAAV annual candlelight vigil and was always
there to help in any way possible. He is a team player who collaborates well
with others to complete projects.
In addition, I have worked with Shawn in connection with the pro bono law
firm partnership for domestic violence victims he developed as part of his
job at the Middlesex DA’s office. Shawn worked with me to sign up my law
firm Rich May to join this partnership. Shawn has helped inspire attorneys in
my office to help work on some of the toughest cases. I attended the training
program Shawn developed for participating lawyers. The training program was
one of the best trainings I have ever attended. Speakers clearly explained
the relevant law and we received comprehensive written training materials.
Shawn has exhibited his commitment to Melrose through his work with MAAV and
the Melrose Human Rights Commission. His family and parents live in Melrose.
Shawn is someone of the utmost integrity. He is extremely bright and
well-educated. He is very hard-working, respectful, and a pleasure to work
with. In sum, he would contribute significantly to the community and would
be a collegial, valued member of the Board of Alderman.
I would be happy to answer any questions you may have. Best Wishes.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Attachment: citizencorrespondence-MacMasterSupport-Sternberger (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald. Infurna

3.1.af

vtsdmailer@vt-s.net
Aldermen
[Melrose MA] Shawn MacMaster (Sent by Laura Anne Sternberger, sternbergerlaura301@gmail.com)
Saturday, March 03, 2018 7:33:41 AM

Hello Board of Aldermen,
Laura Anne Sternberger (sternbergerlaura301@gmail.com) has sent you a message
via your contact form (https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/contact) at
Melrose MA.
If you don't want to receive such e-mails, you can change your settings at
https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/edit.
Message:
Good morning all. As a proud member of the Melrose community (22 years,) I am
writing to you today to offer my recommendation regarding Shawn MacMaster,
who is hoping to fill the vacancy left by Gail Infurna in Ward 5. I’ve had
the pleasure of working with Shawn in his position of Director of Community
Partnerships in the office of Middlesex District Attorney Marian Ryan. I am
the Director of Pregant and Parenting Women’s Services at the Institute for
Health and Recovery at the Department of Public Health. As such, I work with
health care systems across the state as they work to build integrated systems
of care for pregnant and postpartum women and their families. Shawn has been
instrumental in helping to drive numerous regional initiatives that address
important and timely issues such as infant safe sleep, Substance Use
Didorders and Substance Exposed Newborns. Shawn’s ability   to create
partnerships and bring diverse organizations and individual voices to the
table has been key in shaping and implementing these initiatives. Therefore,
as Melrose citizen and a colleague, I am honored to recommend Shawn for Ward
5 Alderman.
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3.1.ag

Liya Escalera
Aldermen
Letter of Support for Eugenia Gibbons, Ward 5
Thursday, March 08, 2018 10:42:02 AM

Attachment: citizencorrespondence-supportforgibbons-Kelley (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald. Infurna

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Dear Aldermen,
My husband and I have been residents of Ward 5 for almost 6 years, and we would like to
express our strong support for Eugenia Gibbons as Ward 5 Alderman. She is an excellent
community member and neighbor, and we can think of no one better to represent this Ward.
Best,
Liya Escalera-Kelley and Christopher Kelley
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3.1.ah

vtsdmailer@vt-s.net
Aldermen
[Melrose MA] Letter of Support for Shawn MacMaster (Sent by Meghan Kelly, meghanmkelly@gmail.com)
Wednesday, March 07, 2018 7:22:47 PM
letter_of_support_for_shawn_macmaster.doc

Attachment: citizencorrespondence-MacMasterSupport- Kelly (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald. Infurna

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Hello Board of Aldermen,
Meghan Kelly (meghanmkelly@gmail.com) has sent you a message via your contact
form (https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/contact) at Melrose MA.
If you don't want to receive such e-mails, you can change your settings at
https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/edit.
Message:
As a resident of Ward 5, I am writing to express my strong support for Shawn
MacMaster as a candidate to serve on the Board of Aldermen.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Maria Kennedy
Aldermen
Ward 5 Alderman Vacancy
Thursday, March 08, 2018 2:25:24 PM

103 Mt. Vernon Avenue
Melrose, Massachusetts 02176
March 8, 2018
Board of Aldermen
Melrose City Hall
562 Main Street
Melrose, Massachusetts 02176
Dear Members of the Board of Aldermen:
It is with my great respect for Shawn MacMaster’s character, professionalism and work experience that I urge you to select Shawn as
Alderman for Ward 5. After 37 years as a teacher in public education, the last 25 years in Santa Ana, California, I chose to spend my
retirement back in Melrose in the home where I grew up. Melrose is where I want to live. I am excited about the growth I have observed,
but that does not come without challenges, especially in Ward 5.
I spent most of my professional career working with a diverse population of students and all the demands of public education. Like in
many of the schools where I taught, Lincoln School’s population has English Language Learners, ethnic diversity, special needs and
socio-economic challenges. This school is a composite of the families who live in Ward 5. Shawn’s professional experience and
volunteer activities in the community provide him with the prospective and understanding of what this community needs and the
problems it faces. HIs experience and initiative will help him develop policies that will address the needs of Ward 5 as well as all of
Melrose. Shawn has the resolve to make things happen. Shawn lives in this community; these are his neighbors. He will advocate for
them.
Shawn’s work in the District Attorney’s Office has given him the background and the tools to face the demands of today’s society. He
understands opiate abuse, addiction, and domestic violence. Since returning to Melrose, I have become aware that there is a serious drug
and alcohol problem here. I can’t walk my dog in my neighborhood without coming across discarded nip bottles, especially in the area of
Pine Banks and on Main Street. The fire trucks and ambulance are often called to this area. Unfortunately, my neighborhood has had a
history of drug problems for years which is still ongoing. I want to feel safe. Shawn understands the law. Shawn’s established
professional relationship with District Attorney Marion Ryan, Police Chief Michael Lyle and members of our local police and fire
department will benefit our ward and the City of Melrose in addressing these issues. His work as Public Policy Advisor on issues dealing
with health and safety makes him a valuable and unique asset to the Board.
Traffic and parking is a concern throughout the city and very much so in my neighborhood. My street is a cut through for Oak Grove.
Cars and delivery trucks are always speeding up and down the street. The way people park makes the street an obstacle course and vision
is often impaired. I’m concerned for the safety of all residents on my street, especially the many young children. Shawn has made a
commitment to continue to work on Ward 5 street projects and address traffic and safety issues on Wyoming Avenue, Washington Street,
Pleasant Street and streets abutting and in the neighborhood of Oak Grove Station.
In closing, Shawn MacMaster is highly ethical, responsible, and generous. Please give him your vote. Ward 5 and Melrose will be lucky
to have him as our alderman.
Sincerely,
Maria B. Kennedy
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Attachment: citizencorrespondence-MacMasterSupport- Kennedy (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald. Infurna

3.1.ai

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Roy Bauer
Kamosa, Amy
Recommendation: Shawn McMaster for Eard 5 Alderman
Thursday, March 08, 2018 3:55:35 PM

To the Melrose Board of Aldermen:
As a 36 year resident of Ward 5, I was both thrilled and worried when our long serving
excellent alderman was chosen to be our city's first woman mayor: thrilled because
Her Honor Mayor Infurna was one of the hardest workers in and for the city and ward,
worried because she left very big shoes to fill.
Cream always rises to the top and I am very pleased to recommend Shawn McMaster
for the position of alderman for Ward 5.
I am impressed by Mr. McMaster's past workings for both the city and our ward as
well as his academic background and achievements.
Shawn's involvement with the HRC and working as the Human Rights Commissioner,
his past Board membership with the Melrose Alliance Against Violence, and his
tutoring newly arrived immigrants tells me he is a man who cares about others and
their rights.
The fact that Shawn has volunteered his time (on the above mentioned and other
things) for almost 20 years tells me he is in this for the long haul and not a flash in the
pan.
Shawn's academic background shows his intellectual abilities and determination
which will serve him well as one of the city's aldermen.
I ask that you seriously consider placing Ward 5 in Shawn's care. He is the candidate
I believe will be the best 'fit' for Ward 5 and is the only candidate capable of filling the
shoes left by Gail Infurna.
Respectfully submitted,
Roy G. Bauer, Ph.D.
21 Aaron Street (Ward 5)
Melrose, MA 02176

Packet Pg. 64
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vtsdmailer@vt-s.net
Aldermen
[Melrose MA] Ward 5 Alderman Seat (Sent by Rilda Kissel, rildakissel@gmail.com)
Thursday, March 08, 2018 4:04:39 PM

Attachment: citizencorrespondence-supportforgibbons-Kissel (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald. Infurna

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hello Board of Aldermen,
Rilda Kissel (rildakissel@gmail.com) has sent you a message via your contact
form (https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/contact) at Melrose MA.
If you don't want to receive such e-mails, you can change your settings at
https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/edit.
Message:
Board of Alderman
City Hall
562 Main St
Melrose, MA 02176
Board of Alderman and Alderwomen,
I would like to express my support for Eugenia Gibbons to fill vacant
Alderman Seat for Ward 5.
Ms. Gibbons professional experience in urban planning and environmental
advocacy makes her incredibly qualified for this role. Her expertise and
knowledge will bring valued contributions to the board.
Furthermore, as her neighbor and fellow Lincoln School parent I feel that she
best represents me and my family. I find her to be incredibly genuine,
thoughtful, and engaged. She is passionate about advocating for the
marginalized and in the current political climate, I appreciate her empathy
and passion for those that are underrepresented.
Please strongly consider her for this role.
Sincerely,
Rilda Kissel
Ward 5 Resident

Packet Pg. 65

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Katy Kennedy
Aldermen
Ward 5 BOA Vacancy
Thursday, March 08, 2018 4:15:32 PM

Ward 5 BOA Vacancy
Shawn MacMaster is well known
in Melrose. As the former Chair
of the MHRC, former Vice
President of the MAAV Board of
Directors and long time Senior
Assistant to Middlesex District
Attorney, Marion Ryan his
commitment to our community is
unsurpassed. Anyone who has
ever worked with Shawn can
attest to his collaborative
leadership, work ethic and
honesty. If you have the privilege
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Attachment: citizencorrespondence-MacMaster Support- Katy-Kennedy (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald.

3.1.al

of being his friend, you have
experienced deep caring and
support. Shawn MacMaster is
exactly what Ward 5, the BOA
and the City of Melrose needs.
My family moved to Melrose
before I was born. I love the home
my parents bought over 60 years
ago and feel grateful to live in the
city where I grew up. After
spending years overseas and
working in different states, I
appreciate what Melrose has to
offer. I also worry about the
problems that need attention. We
face challenges similar to many
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Attachment: citizencorrespondence-MacMaster Support- Katy-Kennedy (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald.

3.1.al

communities and have unique
issues as well. As a Mount
Vernon area resident, the
problems which affect my
neighborhood and concern me
most center on drug dealing,
problem properties, traffic and
parking enforcement.
Ward 5 has the greatest rate of
development in Melrose which
brings many challenges. Traffic
patterns, parking enforcement and
pedestrian safety issues have
multiplied exponentially with
each new building project. Major
routes to 93, 128, commuter trains
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Attachment: citizencorrespondence-MacMaster Support- Katy-Kennedy (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald.

3.1.al

and the Orange Line all travel
along Ward 5 streets. During
Shawn's appearance at the 2-26
BOA meeting, he pledged his
commitment to continue the road
works program and prioritize the
need to solve traffic and safety
issues in the Wyoming and Pine
Banks area.
Shawn MacMaster is the right
person to fill the Ward 5 BOA
role primarily because of his
established relationships within
the law enforcement community.
Shawn is highly regarded in
Police and Judicial circles and has
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Attachment: citizencorrespondence-MacMaster Support- Katy-Kennedy (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald.

3.1.al

worked closely with Chief Lyle
and the MPD. His comprehensive
knowledge regarding the Opioid
epidemic needs to be valued and
implemented in Melrose at many
levels.
Spending decades of my life in
the International Relations and
Intercultural Communications
fields makes me passionate about
diversity and inclusion. I
constantly ask myself and
others....."who isn't at the table"?
Shawn's graduate research at the
McCormack Institute (Muslim
Women, Domestic Violence and
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Attachment: citizencorrespondence-MacMaster Support- Katy-Kennedy (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald.

3.1.al

Policing), his program
development work for the District
Attorney on Immigrant Rights
and the expansion and visibility of
the Melrose Human Rights
Commission under his
chairmanship show that Shawn
lives "One Community Open to
All".
Shawn MacMaster is exactly what
Ward 5, the BOA and the City Of
Melrose needs.
Thank you for your consideration.
Katy Kennedy
103 Mt. Vernon Avenue
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781-665-7938

Sent from my iPad
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Frank Difraia
Kamosa, Amy
Recommending Shawn McMaster for Ward 5 Alderman:
Thursday, March 08, 2018 4:41:47 PM

Dear Melrose Board of Alderman:
I am writing to recomend that Shawn Mc Master fills the vacant position of Ward 5 Alderman.
Ward 5 had been superbly represented for the last 15+ years by our new mayor. Finding someone to
replace Gail is a tough proposition, but I believe Shawn is our best choice.
Shawn has a long history of volunteering for the betterment of people and place. He is past commissioner
of Melrose's Human Rights Commission. He has worked with Melrose Alliance Against Violence for the
better part of 10 years.
Shawn knows and understands Ward 5 and its issues. And I trust him.
Please consider Shawn for our new Alderman in Ward 5.
Francis J Di Fraia
21 Aaron Street
Melrose, MA 02176
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vtsdmailer@vt-s.net
Aldermen
[Melrose MA] Eugenia Gibbons Ward 5 (Sent by Chris and Jessica Leitz, Floodleitz@comcast.net)
Saturday, March 10, 2018 6:29:44 AM

Attachment: citizencorrespondence-supportforgibbons-Leitz (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald. Infurna

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hello Board of Aldermen,
Chris and Jessica Leitz (Floodleitz@comcast.net) has sent you a message via
your contact form (https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/contact) at Melrose
MA.
If you don't want to receive such e-mails, you can change your settings at
https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/edit.
Message:
We hope that the Board will choose Eugenia Gibbons to fill the Ward 5
opening. Gail has been responsive, respectful, attentive and diplomatic in
her representation of our Ward, and it’s our belief that Eugenia can best
fill those shoes. Thank you for your consideration.
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3.1.ao

Elizabeth Golding
Kamosa, Amy
Support for Shawn MacMaster as Alderman Representing Ward 5
Saturday, March 10, 2018 4:54:55 PM

Attachment: citizencorrespondence-MacMaster Support-Golding (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald. Infurna

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

To the Melrose Board of Aldermen:
As a resident of Ward 5 in Melrose, I'm writing to express my support for Shawn MacMaster as my
Alderman. His biographic details reflect a pattern of active engagement in public affairs, at a local
and global level, throughout his adult life. His volunteer and work experience
demonstrate his commitment to work for the residents of Melrose. I think his broad experience
working with the District Attorney's public policy advisor on health and safety issues and

his work with police, fire chiefs, the council on aging directors, housing authority, health
and school administrators will make him a significant asset to the Board of Alderman.
Thank You,
Elizabeth Golding
81 Mt. Vernon Street
Melrose, MA 02176
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vtsdmailer@vt-s.net
Aldermen
[Melrose MA] Ward 5 - Shawn MacMaster (Sent by Zineb Ouakar , Zineb.ouakar@gmail.com)
Saturday, March 10, 2018 10:17:19 PM

Attachment: citizencorrespondence-MacMaster Support- Ouakar (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald. Infurna

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hello Board of Aldermen,
Zineb Ouakar (Zineb.ouakar@gmail.com) has sent you a message via your
contact form (https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/contact) at Melrose MA.
If you don't want to receive such e-mails, you can change your settings at
https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/edit.
Message:
Dear Board of Aldermen:
My husband and I and our three young children live on West Wyoming Avenue. I
came to the U.S. from Morocco in 2010 and became citizens in 2014. We heard
that Shawn MacMaster is running to be a Melrose Alderman. This makes us very
happy and hopeful because of the kindness and support he has shown to my
family and to other immigrants here in Melrose. Shawn is known as a person
who immigrants can trust in a time when it is hard to be an immigrant. He is
a person who we feel comfortable talking to. I hope that you will give him a
chance to serve Melrose as a leader. He is the type of leader that we need in
our neighborhood. Thank you for taking the time to listen to my thoughts on
this matter.
Zineb Ouakar
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vtsdmailer@vt-s.net
Aldermen
[Melrose MA] Support for Shawn MacMaster Ward 5 (Sent by Joseph Guarino, jtog@comcast.net)
Monday, March 12, 2018 10:08:02 AM

Attachment: citizencorrespondence-MacMasterSupport- Guarino (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald. Infurna

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hello Board of Aldermen,
Joseph Guarino (jtog@comcast.net) has sent you a message via your contact
form (https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/contact) at Melrose MA.
If you don't want to receive such e-mails, you can change your settings at
https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/edit.
Message:
Dear Board of Alderman
As a lifelong resident of Ward 5 I am writing in support of Shawn MacMaster
to fill the vacant seat for our Ward. I have known Shawn for a few years
interacting through his community involvement.
Shawn is a committed individual who gives nothing less than 100%. His
leadership abilities are impeccable, Shawn is a team player.
Shawn hit the ground running with his involvement to our community since
moving here. Shawn is a dedicated individual who truly believes in giving
back to his community.
I feel Shawn has a big connection with our community through his involvement
with MAAV, Melrose Human Rights Commission and various other organizations.
So please consider Shawn for this vacant seat so the people of Ward 5 have
someone to reach out to that know he is a committed individual that will
represent them in the Ward.
Please feel free to reach out to me if you should have any questions.

Respectfully Submitted

Joseph Guarino
Ward 5
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

dawn.jones1976@gmail.com
Aldermen
Support of Eugenia Gibbons
Monday, March 12, 2018 11:22:22 AM

My husband and I are long-time residents of Ward 5 and support Eugenia Gibbons to fill the current vacancy left by
Gail Infurna.
Thanks you.
Dawn and Stephen Jones
15 Chestnut Street

Sent from my iPhone
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Attachment: citizencorrespondence-supportforgibbons-Jones (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald. Infurna

3.1.ar

3.1.as

vtsdmailer@vt-s.net
Aldermen
[Melrose MA] Ward 5 Support for Eugenia Gibbons (Sent by Jessica Dugan, jrdugan@gmail.com)
Monday, March 12, 2018 12:36:36 PM

Attachment: citizencorrespondence-supportforgibbons-dugan (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald. Infurna

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hello Board of Aldermen,
Jessica Dugan (jrdugan@gmail.com) has sent you a message via your contact
form (https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/contact) at Melrose MA.
If you don't want to receive such e-mails, you can change your settings at
https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/edit.
Message:
Hello Melrose Aldermen,
Thank you for your careful consideration of the candidates to fill the
vacancy for Ward 5 Alderman. As a Ward 5 resident, I am writing to ask you to
support Eugenia Gibbons in your vote tonight.
Ward 5 has been served well by Gail Infurna for so long. To take her place,
we look for an individual who shares a similar commitment to the role, an
understanding of service and public policy, and a deep belief in the
amazingness of our community. Specifically, for Ward 5 alderman, we also look
for an individual who shares an understanding of the needs of her neighbors
and has the ability to connect with them and represent their best interest on
the board.
I believe Eugenia is uniquely positioned, professionally and personally, to
be most successful in this role. With her collaborative and proactive
approach and her experience and qualifications, Eugenia will be a strong
advocate for Ward 5, bringing our voice to the Aldermanic Chamber. She is the
right person for right now.
I have a tremendous amount of respect for every candidate who has volunteered
to serve Ward 5. I also understand the challenges of a vote like the one you
will take this evening to fill the vacancy. Thank you for your careful
consideration. And always, thank you for your service to our community.
Best,
Jessica Dugan
Ward 5 Resident
58 Crescent Avenue
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Date:

vtsdmailer@vt-s.net
Aldermen
[Melrose MA] appointment of an interim replacement for Ward 5 (Sent by George C. Kaynor,
gcampbellkaynor@gmail.com)
Monday, March 12, 2018 1:21:22 PM

Attachment: citizencorrespondence-supportformroz-Kaynor (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald. Infurna

From:
To:
Subject:

Hello Board of Aldermen,
George C. Kaynor (gcampbellkaynor@gmail.com) has sent you a message via your
contact form (https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/contact) at Melrose MA.
If you don't want to receive such e-mails, you can change your settings at
https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/edit.
Message:
Dear Board of Aldermen,
I would like to encourage you to select Gerry Mroz to represent Ward 5 for
this interim period until the next election when the selection process goes
back to the constituents.
I have observed Gerry for many years and have been duly impressed with:
1) His depth of understanding of the issues (that extends far beyond his
testimonies at Public Comment), on all topics that pertain to the
socio-economic well-being of Melrose,
2) His mastery of the legal and regulatory principles which restrict, enable,
and guide governmental bodies in Melrose,
3) His willingness to share his knowledge and wisdom in all matters, and the
ease with which he can converse with anyone on any topic in an informed way
and bring clarity to complexity in the his articulation of the core issues,
4) His willingness to sacrifice his own needs in order to lend a helping hand
to families throughout Melrose (as Efthalia Kaynor so eloquently spoke to at
the last meeting of the Board),
5) And his tireless advocacy for Melrose, not only locally but also at the
state and federal level where he has earned the respect of people everywhere
he goes from DESE (state agency that has engaged him repeatedly in analysis
of educational matters) to congressional representatives and senators
(federal) whose doors are open to him.
Although we elect the non-at-large Aldermen by ward so that ward-specific
interests will have a voice in Board deliberations, the representatives of
these Wards can have a profound impact on the lives of all Melrosians, since
their purview is the city as a whole. For this reason it makes a tremendous
difference to all of us which candidate you choose to fill the vacancy in the
months ahead. I know that you will not find a more dedicated, ethical, and
responsible candidate than Gerry Mroz and that he will be an effective voice
for the residents of Ward 5.
Sincerely,
George C. Kaynor
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

James Coleman
Aldermen
Endorsement of candidate Alderman Pete Navarra
Monday, March 12, 2018 2:26:55 PM

To Whom It May Concern,
It is my understanding that the Melrose Board of Alderman will be holding a vote this evening to select a new
Alderman. I believe that Pete Navarra is the right candidate to become our next Alderman for the city of Melrose. It
is vital to me to vote my values but also in these decisive times to look for local leadership who are willing to and
capable of being fair and considerate to all opinions regardless of party ties or personal beliefs. I believe that local
government works best when people feel represented and are encouraged to participate.
Pete Navarro has been an active member of the Melrose community since I have known him and has actively
encouraged my wife and I to participate in school committee meetings and town council meetings. Pete has a deep
belief in community equity; the more you put into your local government, the more you’ll get – something that’s
often lost in government.
Pete’s commitment as a parent and advocate for the public schools caused him to run for the Melrose school
committee for the first-time last year. His messaging about working towards securing the best teachers and enabling
them to succeed is one that resonated with many voters. Pete truly believes that our most important asset in Melrose
is our children and that it’s our responsibility to do right by every one of them.
Pete has also been aa active board member on Massport; showing me his knowledge of working within a
government agencies. I have no doubt that Pete will hit the ground running if elected to the Alderman role.
In full disclosure, I am a coworker of Pete’s and have worked with him on a multitude of projects for the past year.
As a professional, Pete has risen to an expert ranking in his field and maintains strong interpersonal skills promoting
self-expression, debate, and collaboration. He is a respected leader and team player. I am proud to count Pete
Navarro as a friend, neighbor, and colleague and I trust that he represents the values I find important. When I see
the knowledge, empathy, and enthusiasm he brings to every interaction, it instills in me a confidence that Pete is the
right candidate for the city of Melrose.
Thank you for your time and consideration,
James T Coleman, 293 W Emerson Street, Melrose, MA 02176

-James T Coleman
293 W Emerson St
Melrose, MA 02176
774-232-0266
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Attachment: citizencorrespondence-NavarraSupport-Coleman (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald. Infurna

3.1.au

3.1.av

Date:

vtsdmailer@vt-s.net
Aldermen
[Melrose MA] Support of Candidacy of Gerry Mroz for Ward 5 (Sent by Carrie Kourkoumelis,
manystrings6@verizon.net)
Monday, March 12, 2018 3:16:22 PM

Attachment: citizencorrespondence-supportformroz-Kourkoumelis (ORDER-2018-135 : Election to fill Ward 5 vacancy created by Ald. Infurna

From:
To:
Subject:

Hello Board of Aldermen,
Carrie Kourkoumelis (manystrings6@verizon.net) has sent you a message via
your contact form (https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/contact) at Melrose
MA.
If you don't want to receive such e-mails, you can change your settings at
https://www.cityofmelrose.org/user/59/edit.
Message:
To: Melrose Board of Aldermen
As a former Melrose elected official I appreciate the challenge you face in
choosing a Ward 5 representative from a panel of so many caring citizens
who've come forward. I am writing in support of the candidacy of Gerry Mroz.
The depth and breadth of Gerry's knowledge and capacity to research literally
any topic is staggering, as was in evidence on February 26 when Alderman
Zwirko offered an impromptu question to Mr. Mroz regarding the reconstruction
of the Lincoln School; Gerry's immediate recall and nuanced understanding of
vast statistics and facts was in evidence with his instantaneous and
thoughtful reply. Mr. Mroz has been working for the greater good of our
community on many fronts for all of his many years here. He has also been
working tirelessly behind the scenes to help people throughout our community,
often to his own detriment, simply because he cares so very much. His
generosity and kindness are unparalleled, in my family's direct experience.
On the state and federal levels--in the State House and in both houses of the
United States Congress, Mr. Mroz is welcomed every year with open offices and
a wide forum because his input is always so carefully researched and deemed
to be of high value. It would be a great thing if Melrose extended this same
welcome. Having Gerry work with the Board of Aldermen to evaluate and manage
the complex array of issues in its purview would be a huge advantage because
his input is always directed towards the greater good and based in solid
research. Please consider this candidate with due seriousness. He will
continue to bring immeasurable value to our community regardless, but he
could be a huge asset as a member of the Board of Aldermen.
Thank you kindly,
Carrie Kourkoumelis
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